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Introduction 


A. W. Tozer once said "The old cross slew men; the new 
cross entertains them. The old cross condemned; the 
new cross amuses. The old cross destroyed confidence 
in the flesh; the new cross encourages it." 

In modern day life, bread is consumed by most of us. It is 
however interesting to know yeast is one of the major 
ingredients used in baking the bread we eat. I am not 
suggesting, it is sinful or wrong to eat bread with yeast. 
Yeast or leaven causes bread to rise beyond proportion. 
Bread with yeast may appear big, but you need more of it 
in order to be satisfied. 

Little compromises in the church of God will eventually 
lead to the corruption and destruction of the faith of men. 
God in the Old Testament commanded the Israelites to 
destroy all their enemies because He knew if any of them 
were left alive, they will propagate and corrupt the culture 
of the Israelites, and consequently lead them away from 
their God. 

"Avoid a sugared gospel as you would shun sugar of 
lead. Seek the gospel which rips up and tears and cuts 
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and wounds and hacks and even kills, for that is the 
gospel that makes alive again. And when you have found 
it, give good heed to it. Let it enter into your inmost being. 

As the rain soaks into the ground, so pray the Lord to let 
his gospel soak into your soul."These were (are) the 
words of Charles H. Spurgeon. 

This book (the fourth in the Spiritual Awakening Series) is 
being written, to caution sincere believers about the state 
of many congregations with matters relating to teachings 
which are not wholesome for our souls as pilgrims on this 
earth. Also, the author brings to light the benefits of 
suffering for Christ. 
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CHAPTER 

ONE 


LEAVENED BREAD 


"Seven days shadyou eat unfeavenedbread; even the 
first day you shadbut away yeast out of your houses, 
for whoever eats heavened bread from the frst day 
until ", the seventh day, that sou fshad he cut off from 
Osraef." tfyodus iZdy 


God instituted the Passover day to remind the Israelites 
of their hasty deliverance from Egypt when they did not 
have time to wait for their dough to ferment. He warned 
the Israelites that, over the period of celebration if 
anyone ate leavened bread (bread with yeast), he or she 
was to be cut off from Israel. This warning significantly 
has spiritual implications for us as New Testament 
believers. Ours only takes a different form from that of 
the Israelites. Since we as Christians have been 
delivered from darkness into the marvelous light of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus, this is the caution our Savior had 
for us; 

"Plow is itthatyoudon 'tperceive thatOdidn 'tspeafto 
you concerning bread? 'But beware of the yeast of the 
Pharisees andSadducees."Then they understoodthat 
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be didn 'tteffithem to beware of theyeast of bread, but 
of tbe teacbiny of tbe Pharisees and Sadducees." 
Jdattbewl6:H~lZ 

"Jvteanwbife, when a muftitude of many thousands 
badyatberedtoyetber, so much so that they tramp fed 
on each other, be bey an to teffbis discipfes first ofaff, 
"Peware of tbe yeast of tbe 'Pharisees, which is 
ocrisy. "dufeiZl 

Before I proceed, let us recognize, leaven (yeast) as 
symbolically used in the Bible denotes sin or corruption. 
In Matthew 16:11-12, Jesus was warning His disciples 
about the doctrine of the Pharisees and the Sadducees. 
We are however not going into the teachings of these two 
Jewish sects, but to establish the reason for Jesus’ 
caution on false doctrine. It is not uncommon these days 
in the church in Ghana and other nations like the United 
States to hear false doctrines preached from pulpits. One 
of the false doctrines from the pit of hell is that, Christians 
in general are not supposed to suffer in this world, since 
God has taken us back to Eden after our conversion. 
Now let us note that there will be instances when God will 
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give us things to enjoy, but it is not all smooth on the earth 
for true believers. Paul knew this truth when he said; 

"Not onhj this, hut we afso rejoice in our 
knowing that suffering works: perseverance; and 
perseverance, proven character; and proven 
character, hope: and hope doesn't disappoint us, 
because Gjod s' hove has been pouredout into our hearts 
through the Tdolvj Spirit who was given to us." 
< RpmansJ:3~J 

Why have we slept and allowed the 'theology' of hell and 
Babylon to rob us of the truth about suffering for the sake 
of Christ? The Pharisees and Sadducees in their day 
missed the Messiah simply because they expected the 
Messiah to come in a particular way. They expected Him 
to come as a physical reigning king instead of a lamb and 
a man of sorrows acquainted with grief, who would 
eventually be slain. Jesus is indeed our reigning King, 
but they misplaced His first coming with His second 
coming. In the same way, some preachers have brought 
the millennial reign of Christ before its time. I will not go 
into the millennial reign, but let us see what the following 
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scripture teaches us; 

"Not onfy so, hut oursefves also, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, even we oursefvesyroan within 
oursefves, waiting for adoption, the redemption of our 
body." Rpmans 8:2$ 

Paul is saying here that there is a coming redemption of 
our frail flesh. In other words it is not going to be a very 
smooth life for the true believer. Satan has succeeded in 
robbing some of us of the benefits of suffering as a 
righteous believer. When Jesus was about to die on the 
cross for the redemption of mankind, Peter rebuked Him 
on His intended action, but Jesus discerned the 
'theology' of Satan in Peter's voice. 

There are many verses of scripture which highlight the 
suffering of true believers; 

“Andif chifdren, then heirs; heirs of Cjod, andjoint 
heirs with Christ; if indeedwe suffer with him, that we 
may afso hey fori fedwith him." Rpmans8:iJ 
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Why do some want the glory without suffering? The 
Apostle earnestly wanted to be identified with the 
sufferings of Jesus Christ as stated in the following 
verses of scripture; 

“{fiat 9 may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
becoming conformedto his death;" Hhilippians^riO 

"Confirming the sou (s of the disciples, exhorting them 
to continue in the faith, and that through many 
afflictions we must enter into the Kingdom of Gjod." 
Actsi^ZZ 

To enter into the kingdom of God, the believer must pass 
through many afflictions. God however delivers us; 

"Jdang are the afflictions of the righteous, Hut 
yahweh delivers him out of them all". HsalmjZfriy 

A believer may not necessarily go round seeking to be 
persecuted, but by merely living by the Word, the true 
believer will suffer for his/her faith. Persecution is 
inevitable for the believer (no matter the form it takes). 
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"'Women receivedtheir deadby resurrection. Others 
were tortured, not accepting their deliverance, that 
they micjht obtain a better resurrection." 
’Hebrews {{:$y 

These great contenders for the faith could have been 
delivered if they had asked for it, but they had knowledge 
of a better resurrection, so they chose to suffer. 

Jesus told Peter in the garden when He was arrested, of 
the possibility of asking His father to send legions of 
angels to fight for Him. However, He knew great profit 
awaited those who believed in Him if He died. 

Furthermore, He Himself was also going to be glorified. 
Brethren, let us be wary of the false doctrine that a 
Christian must not suffer and so on. Please note, a 
person can suffer for his own foolishness and negligence 
and not for righteousness sake. Some are also caused 
by Satan. 

So, when Jesus was speaking to His disciples in 
Matthew 16: 11-12. He was warning them of false 
doctrines which could damage their faith. 
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In Luke 12:1, Jesus turned to His disciples first, and 
warned them of the leaven (yeast) of the Pharisees, 
which is hypocrisy. In most 'churches', hypocrisy has 
eaten into the fiber of Christians to the extent that, there 
is always a justification for whatever wrong goes on. 
They may have the following as their slogan in a bid to 
escape responsibility; “Christianity is only a matter of the 
heart”. Piety however starts from the heart and shows on 
the outward. Jesus said; 

"Tor there is nogoodtree that brings forth rotten fruit; 
nor again a rotten tree 

Tor each tree is fnown hg its own fruit. Tor peopfe 
don't gather figs from thorns, nor do theg gather 
grapes from a hramhfe hush. Thegoodman out of the 
good treasure of his heart brings out that which is 
good, and the evif man out of the evif treasure of his 
heart brings out that which is evif, for out of the 
abundance of the heart, his mouth speahf. 'Why do 
gou caff me, '/lord, fiord,' and don't do the things 
which 0 sag?" Tube 6:43~fh 
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It is clear from Jesus that, one cannot be manifesting 
something and then try to deny its source. In other words, 
there is a direct correlation between what he or she is 
manifesting and the state of his or her heart. As far as 
God is concerned, what fills the heart will simply overflow 
in due time. Clean the inward part of the cup and the 
outside shall be clean also. An example will be ladies 
who wear the attire of harlots both at home and in church 
gatherings; 

"'Behold, there a woman met him with the attire of 
a prostitute, andwith crafty intent" Proverbs J:10 

Surprisingly some backslidden Christians do not see 
anything wrong with such dressing. Please let it be 
known that, God is interested in the purity of our spirit, 
soul and body; 

"Tdavincj therefore these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from alldefilementofflesh andspirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of Gjod." 

2 Corinthians J:1 
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"On the same way, that women also adorn themsefves 

roprie 

just with braided hair, yofd, pearls, or expensive 
cfothiny; "i Timothy 2y 

Maybe we can just ask ourselves why ... 

God had to sow a coat to cover the nakedness of 
Adam and Eve. 

God had to show the specifications for the garment 
of the priests through Moses. 

Angels are properly clothed. Let us now consider 
the teaching of the apostle Paul on leaven; 


ty; not 


in decent cfothiny, with modesty andp 


"your hoastiny is notyood. don't you know that a 
fittfeyeast heavens the whofe fump? Purye out the ofd 
yeast, that you may he a new fump, even as you are 
unfeavened Tor indeed Christ, our Passover has 
been sacrificedin ourpface. Therefore fetus keep the 
feast, not with ofdyeast, neither with the yeast of 
mafice andwickedness, hut with the unfeavenedbread 
of sincerity and f ruth. "i Corinthiansyd~S 
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Paul in this scripture is cautioning us on the little 
compromises in the church of God which will eventually 
lead to the corruption and destruction of the faith of men. 
God in the Old Testament commanded the Israelites to 
destroy all their enemies because He knew if any of them 
was left alive, they will propagate and corrupt the Israelite 
culture and at the end of the day cause them to turn their 
back on their God. When false doctrine in their early 
stages are not detected and evicted from the church of 
God, it will end up destroying our faith. The enemy within 
a believer (sin) if not properly checked and dealt with, will 
eventually spell the doom of the believer and lead him or 
her to hell. Paul had the following prophetic warning for 
all true believers who worship God in truth and out of a 
sincere heart; 


"’Tor 0 know that after my departure, vicious wolves 
willenter in amonyyou, notspariny the flock 
will arise from amony your own selves, speahjny 
perverse thinys, to draw away the disciples after them. 
Therefore watch, rememheriny that for a period of 
threeyears 0 didn 't cease to admonish everyone niyht 
andday with tears." Acts Z0:Z<j~3>1 
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The subsequent chapters of this book will seek to bring to 
light some of the false doctrines, as the good Lord 
speaks to our hearts and gives us more understanding of 
His word. Also, at the latter part, I will endeavor to 
elaborate more on the need and benefits of suffering for 
the sake of Christ. 
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TWO 


WHY GOD PERMITS SOME MINISTRIES 


I am well aware and not in dispute over the fact that, 
there are different ministries with their distinct callings. 
However, we must understand that these ministries or 
callings are for the following; 


",, .for the perfecting of the saints, to the worf of 
serving, to the budding up of the body of Christ; untih 
we ahf attain to the unity of the faith, and of the 
fnowhedge of the Son ofQod, to a fuff grown man, to 
the measure of the stature of the fufhness of Christ; that 
we mag no fonger he chifdren, tossedhacfandforth 
andcarriedabout with every windof doctrine, hy the 
tricfery of men, in craftiness, after the wifes of 
" 'Ephesians 4:11~l6 


error 


I am sure most of us are familiar with the above scripture, 
which relates to the body of Christ with Christ as the 
head. I can state emphatically that the various ministries 
and callings are ultimately to drive us towards one great 
goal which is Christlikeness. Therefore Paul cautions in 
verse 14 “that we may no fonger he chifdren, tossedhacf 
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andford andcarriedabout with every windof doctrine, by 
tbe tricfery of men, in craftiness, after tbe wiles of error" 


In essence Paul is saying that, it is only children who 
move from one place to another in search of some kind of 
'new ministry' or 'word'. We are not supposed to be 
carried away with every wind of doctrine in the name of 
“that is the man's ministry, he is called to make people 
endowed materially” and so forth. By this, I am not trying 
to say our Father is not able to bless His people with 
substance. It will be absurd for me to suggest God is 
wicked and does not want His children to make progress 
in their field of endeavor. However, let us beware these 
preachers do not make us friends of the world and 
enemies of God in the long run. Paul cautions us on this, 
in that; 


"Of anyone teaches a different doctrine, and doesn't 

consent to sound words, tbe words of our Cord Oesus 

Christ, and to tbe doctrine wbicb is accordiny to 

godliness, be is conceited, knowing nothing, hut obsessed 
with ary uments, disputes, andwordbattles, from which 
come envy, strife, reviliny, evil suspicions, constant 
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friction ofpeopfe of corrupt minds anddestitute of the 
truth, who suppose 
'Withdrawyourself from such . "{'Timothy 6:$~y 

Please consider the messages we hear from some 
ministries and ask yourself the following questions: 

• Do they consent to wholesome words ? 

• Do they match with the words of Jesus Christ as it 
relates to money and others? 

• Are their doctrines according to godliness? 

• Do their messages lead you to a place of 
contentment? If the answer is in the negative, then it 
will do us much good if we heed Paul's advice, 
'withdraw yourself from such'. 

I will now share with you from the Old to the New 
Testament as to why we have some ministries or how 
some ministries are birthed; 


thatyodliness 


is a means or gam, 


i fyr 


or a 


"Of there arise in the midst of you a prophet, 
dreamer of dreams, andhe(jiveyou a siyn ora wonder, 


16 




WHY GOD PERMITS SOME MINISTRIES 


and the siyn or the wonder come to pass, of which he 
spofe to you, sayiny, Ret usyo after otheryods, which 
you have not known, andfetus serve them;youshahfnot 
(isten to the words of that prophet, or to that dreamer of 
dreams for 'Vahweh your Ctod proves you, to know 
whetheryou hove Vahwehyour Qodwith afhyour heart 

andwith affyoursouh " Ueuteronomy <$:<-$ 

The points to note from the above are: 

• The prophet will arise among the children of God. 

• He (the prophet) gives a sign or wonder, and it 
comes to pass. 


• He later says you should go after other gods, which 
you do not know, and to serve them. 


• Do not listen to that prophet. 

• Why? Because the Lord your God is testing His 
people to know whether they love Him with all their 
heart and with all their soul. 


In the church today, both in Ghana and abroad some 
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ministers will preach ninety percent truth and ten percent 
will be in line with Paul's caution to the Corinthian church; 

"7-or iffte who comes preaches another Jesus, whom we 
didnot preach, or if you receive a different spirit, which 
you did not receive, or a different "cjood news", which 

up with that wedenouyh." 

2 Corinthians 11:4 

The ten percent could be another Jesus, another spirit, 
or another gospel (good news). So it is possible to say 
'the man speaks truth or wisdom', but the little 'leaven' 
carries enough venom to do the damage. From the verse 
in the book of Deuteronomy, we saw God was trying to 
prove His people's loyalty. Could it be in our days too 
that, God wants to know if we love Him with all our heart 
and with all our soul? Will you love God whether He gives 
you money in your wallet or not? Please, let us be like the 
three Hebrew friends, (Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego), who said, 

",,. we have no needto answeryou in this matter. Of it 
he [so], our Gjodwhom we serve is ahhe to de fiver us 
from the hurniny fiery furnace; and he wiffdefiver us 
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out of your hand, Okiny. Hut if not, he it known to you, 
Okiny, that we wihhnotserveyouryods, nor worship the 
yofden imaye whichyou have set up. "flanieferh-iS 


These Hebrew friends knew God could provide 
deliverance, but if God chose otherwise, they were not 
ready to bow to the 'theology of Babylon' and its 
standards. 


Let us now move on to look at some other passages 
which reveal why some ministries are in existence; 


"Then came certain of the efders ofOsraehto me, andsat 
before me. "The wordof yahweh came to me, sayiny, 
Son of man, these men have taken their idofs into their 
heart, and put the stumhfiny hfock of their iniquity 

before their face: shouhd9 he inquiredof at allby them ? 
Therefore speakto them, and tedthem, Thus says the 

fiord yahweh: Every man of the house ofOsraehwho 
takes his idofs into his heart, andputs the stumhfiny 
hfock of his inicjuity before his face, and comes to the 
prophet; 9 yahweh wiff answer him therein accordiny 
to the muftitude of his idofs; that 9 may take the house of 
9sraef in their own heart, because they are affestranyed 
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from me through their idofs. Therefore teff the house of 
Osraef, Thus says the Lord yahweh: Return you, and 
turn yoursefves from your idofs; and turn away your 
faces from ahfyour abominations. Tor every one of the 
house ofOsraef, or ofthestranyers who sojourn in Osraef, 
who separates himsefffrom me, andfah.es his idofs into 
his heart, andputs the stumhfiny hfoch of his iniquity 
before his face, andcomes to the prophet to inquire for 
himseffofme; 0 yahweh wiffanswer him by myseff 
and0 wiff set my face ayainst that man, andwiffmafe 
him an astonishment, for a siyn anda proverb, and0 
wiffcut him off from the midst of my peopfe; andyou 
shaff fnow that 0 am yahweh. Of the prophet he 
deceivedandspeafa word, 0, yahweh, have deceived 
that prophet, and 0 wiff stretch out my hand on him, 
and wiff destroy him from the midst of my peopfe 
Osraef. They shaffhear their iniquity: the iniquity of the 
prophet shaffhe even as the inicjuity of him whoseefy [to 
him ];" Tzebjef(tyi-iO 


Let us consider the main points in the above passage of 
scripture: 
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• Some elders of Israel came to Ezekiel the prophet to 
seek the counsel of God. 

• Within their hearts, there was a particular line of 
message they wanted to hear. 

• God will answer and give them a message through 
the prophet (not Ezekiel) according to what they 
wish to hear (the idol in the heart). Thus, the prophet 
will I be deceived by God Himself. 

• God will later bring the same punishment on the 
prophet and the inquirer. 

Let us consider another scenario in the following 
passage of scripture: 


"'But Jehoshaphat said, isn't there here a prophet of 
Tfahweh besides, that we may inquire of him? The hiny 
ofOsraelsaidto Oehoshaphat, there is yet one man hy 
whom we may inquire ofTfahweh, Jrficaiah the son of 
Omhah: hut 0 hate him ; for he does not prophesy yood 
concerniny me, hut evil, ?ehos haphatsaid, "Don't let 
the hiny say so. Then the hiny ofOsraelcalled an officer, 
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and said,yet cyicldy Jdicaiah the son of9mlah. Now 
the hjny of9sraeland9ehoshaphat the hjny of%dah 
weresittiny each on his throne, arrayedin their rohes, in 
an open pface at the entrance of the cjate of'Samaria; 
and ad the prophets were prophesyiny before them. 
Zedehjah the son of Chenaanah made him horns of 
iron, andsaid, Thus says yahweh, TJith these shad 
you push the Syrians, untihthey he consumed. Ad the 
prophets prophesied so, sayiny, Gjo up to T^amoth 
Gjilead, andProsper; for yahweh widdeliver it into the 
hand of the hjny. The messenyer who went to cad 
Nticaiahspofe to him, sayiny, See now, the words of the 
prophets [declare]yoodto the hjny with one mouth: 
please let your wordhe life the wordof one of them, and 
speafyouyood. Nticaiah said, As yahweh lives, what 
yahweh says to me, that wid9 speak TJhen he was 
come to the hjny, the hjnysaidto him, Jdicaiah, shadwe 
yo to Hamoth Gjileadto battle, or shadwe forbear? Tde 
answered him, Gjo up andprosper; and yahweh wid 
deliver it into the handof the hjny. The hjnysaidto him, 
how many times shad9 adjureyou thatyou speafto me 
nothiny hut the truth in the name of yahweh? Tdesaid, 
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9saw adIsraelscatteredin the mountains, as sheep that 
have no shepherd: and yahweh said, these have no 
master; let them return every man to his house in peace. 
The kjny of9sraehsaidto Oehoshaphat, Uidn 'tO tedyou 
that he woufdnot prophesy cjoodconcerning me, hut 
evil? [Jdicaiah] said, "Therefore hear the word of 
yahweh: 9 saw yahweh sitting on his throne, andad 
the army of heaven standiny hy him on his riyht hand 
andon his heft, yahweh said, ’dVhoshadentice Ahah, 
that he mayyo up andfaffat l^amoth Gjihead? One 
said on this manner; and another said on that manner. 
There came forth a spirit, andstood before yahweh, 
and said, '9 wihf entice him. yahweh said to him, 
'Now?' 9de said, '9 wiffyo forth, and wihf he a hyiny 
spirit in the mouth of aff his prophets. ’ Tde said, you 
shadentice him, and shadbrevaihalso:yo forth, anddo 
so. Now therefore, hehohd, yahweh has put a hyiny 
spirit in the mouth of ad these your prophets; and 
yahweh has spoken evih concerniny you. Then 
Zedekjah the son of Chenaanah came near, and struck. 
Jdicaiah on the cheek andsaid, which way went the 
Spirit of yahweh from me to speak to you? Jdicaiah 
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said, liehofd,you shaffsee on that day, when you shad 
yo into an inner chamber to hideyourseff. The hjny of 
Osraed said, Tafe Tiicaiah, and carry him hack, to 
ftmon theyovernor of the city, andto %ash the hjny's 
son; and say, Thus says the hjny, IPut this fellow in the 
prison, andfeed him with breadofafffiction andwith 
water ofafffiction, untif0 come in peace. Jdicaiah said, 
if you return ataffin peace, yahweh has notspohen by 
me. fde said, 1-fear, you peopfes, aff of you." 
i hjnys ZZJ-ZS 


So the true prophet of the Lord, Micaiah the son of Imlah 
paid the price of truth which landed him a jail sentence. 
Just like our previous passage in Ezekiel 14:1-10, the 
prophets of Ahab, including the 'chief prophet Zedekiah 
were deceived. You should understand that, even the 
messenger who was sent to call Micaiah entreated him 
to prophesy good to favor Ahab's course, just like the 
other prophets did. Paul had this to say concerning our 
age; 


"Tor the time wiff come when they wiff not fisten to the sound 
doctrine, hut, haviny itchiny ears, wiffheap up for themsefves 
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teachers after their own fusts; and miff turn away their ears 
from the truth, andturn aside to fahfes."2 Timothy 4 , 3-4 


"9 charyeyou therefore before Qodandtthe LordJesus 
Christ, who wiffjudye the fiviny and the dead at his 
appeariny and his %inydom: preach the word; he 
uryent in season and out of season; reprove, rehufe, 
and exhort, with aff patience and feachiny." 
2 Timothy 4:1-2 


We are to stick to sound doctrine, which entails 
preaching the Word and being instant in season and out 
of season. That is, whether there is an economic shake 
up or not, preaching, which draws us towards godliness 
should be upheld. There must be some reproving in the 
house of God, some rebuke when needed and 
exhortation with all long suffering and doctrine. For; 


‘"Every writiny inspired hy Qod is proftahfe for 
teachiny, for reproof for correction, and for 
instruction which is in righteousness, that the man of 
<~jodmay he compfete, thorouyhfy equippedfor every 
yoodwork. "2 Timothy$:l6 
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CHAPTER 

THREE 


FLATTERY, A MAJOR TOOL OF 

THE ANTICHRIST. 


"Such as do wieldly against the covenant shad he 
pervert hy ffatteries; hut the peopfe who hnow their Cjod 
shadhe strong, anddo [exploits], " Uanieh ii:$Z 


The second part of this verse of scripture is often quoted 
by most believers, ignoring the first which is very 
important in detecting the major tool of the antichrist. It 
refers to the dealings of the antichrist with Israel. 
However, we can learn vital truths from it, to guard 
ourselves against the tool of the antichrist. 

The devil is using so many preachers to advance his 
course on earth. Instead of preachers becoming 
forerunners of our Lord Jesus Christ, they have rather 
allowed the devil to convert them into his forerunners. At 
this point I would like to state emphatically from the Word 
of God that, any preacher or teacher who uses flattery 
as a preaching tool is a mouth piece of the antichrist, 
whether he knows it or not. 
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A lot of preachers cleverly employ smooth words in their 
messages. These preachers use smooth words just to 
please the masses, in order not to hurt their pride. From 
the introductory verse of scripture it is clear without a 
shadow of doubt that, those who deal wickedly against 
the statutes and commands of God will eventually be 
corrupted by the antichrist through flattery. Flattery 
serves as leaven in a man's life which will result 
eventually in apostasy or perdition. 

Till the church of God realizes that, true Biblical revival 
starts with deep rooted repentance, all the trumpeting of 
revival will only be a mirage. But I thank God that is 
raising some believers to take the bull by the horn. 

Our fathers in the faith, by the grace of God preached the 
word without employing the tool of flattery and its 
ramifications in a bid to win souls. God's ways are 
certainly not our ways. Of note were Paul and Peter. 

INSIGHT FROM PAUL 

llr Foram9now$eek}ncj me favor ofmen, orofGjod? Or 
am 9striving to hfease men? Tor if 9 
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men, 9 wouldn't he a servant of Christ" Cjalatiansi:iO 


We certainly cannot claim to be servants of Christ while 
all our toil is directed towards pleasing men, and not the 
One who called us to be stewards of His manifold grace. 


"Hut even as we have been approved hy Qod to he 
entrusted with the Gjood News, so we speak wot as 
pleasiny men, hut G/od, who tests our hearts, dor 
neither were we at any time found usiny words of 
flattery, as you know, nor a cloaf of covetousness IQod 
is witness), nor see liny ylory from men (neither from 
you nor from others), when we miyht have claimed 
authority as apostles of Christ " idhessalonians Z4~6 


We are to endeavor to sharpen our spiritual senses in 
order to, by discernment draw distinctions between the 
many voices we hear. The following passage gives us 
vital lessons to learn from; 


“dollowiny Haulandus, she criedout, "These men are 
servants of the NtosfTdiyh Gjod, who proclaim to us the 
way of salvation! She was doiny this for many days. 
Hut Haul, hecominyyreatly annoyed, turnedandsaid 
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to the spirit," 9 
come out of her!" Of came out that very hour." 
Acfsi6:iJ~iS 

Here is an important truth we can learn from the Apostle 
Paul, even though what the girl was saying carried some 
element of truth, the spirit behind it was flattery. Paul had 
the spiritual insight to detect the enemy's voice. I hope by 
now you have started to assess the church scene these 
days. Brethren, all true preachers already have the 
powerful booster in the person of the Holy Spirit in their 
spirit man to energize them to preach the true gospel of 
our dear Lord and Savior Jesus Christ without fear or 
favour. 


chary eyou in the name ofOesus Christ to 


"'When 9 came to you, brothers, 9 didn't come with 
e^cehfence of speech or of wisdom, procfaiminy to you the 
testimony of Cjod. dor 9 determined not to fnow 
anythiny amony you, except 9&sus Christ, and him 
crucifed. 9 was with you in weakness, in fear, and in 
much tremhfiny. Jvty speech and my preachiny were 
not in persuasive words of human wisdom, hut in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your 
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faith wouldn't stand in the wisdom of men, hut in the 
power ofCjod. "i Corinthians 2/f-j? 

"Tdaviny therefore such a hope, we useyreat boldness of 
speech," 2 Corinthians$:12 

INSIGHT FROM PETER 


"T-or we didnot follow cunningly devisedfahles, when 
we made known to you the power and cominy of our 
Cord Jesus Christ, hut we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty."2Veter i:l6 


"you therefore, beloved, fnowiny these thinys 
beforehand, beware, lest heiny carried away with the 
error of the wicfed, you fall from your own 
steadfastness. "2 Veter 


These fathers knew God as written in the second part of 
the scripture “...but the people who know their God shall 
be strong, and do [exploits]” (Daniel 11:32b). The first 
part of the scripture, “Such as do wickedly against the 
covenant shall he pervert by flatteries” (Daniel 11:32a) 
are pictured in the following verses of scripture in the 
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New Testament; 

"Andwith addeception of wickedness for dose who are 
heiny fast, because they didn't receive the hove of the 
truth, that they rniyht he saved. Aecause of this, Gjod 
sends them a worhjny of error, that they shouhd(oefieve a 
fie that they admiyht hejudyedwho didn't hefieve the 
truth, hut had pfeasure in unriyhteousness." 
2 Thessahonians Zi0~l2 


"Tor the time widcome when they widnot fisten to the 
sound doctrine, hut, haviny itchiny ears, wid heap up 
for themsefves teachers after their own fusts; and wid 
turn away their ears from the truth, and turn aside to 
fahfes. "2 Timothy 4 . 3-4 

"And many shad fodow their pernicious ways; hy 
reason of whom the way of the truth shadhe evifspofen 
of. And throuyh covetousness shad they with feiyned 
words mafe merchandise of you; whosejudyment now 
of a fony time finyereth not, and their damnation 
sfumherethnot" 2 deter 2:2~3> 


May God deliver us from wolves who come in sheep 
clothing. 
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",,. 'Tor if he who comes preaches another Jesus, whom 
we did not preach, or if you receive a different spirit, 
which you did not receive, or a different "yood news", 
which you did not accept, you put up with that wed 
enouyh. "z Corinthians H:i~4 

Please note from the above that, Paul wanted to present 
the believers in his days to Christ as chaste virgins. He 
did not want the believers to be corrupted away from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. Furthermore, he wanted them 
to be wary of every other Jesus besides our savior Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth of whom he preached. One could 
receive a different spirit other than the one we know, who 
is the Holy Spirit, and another gospel (good news). 
Everyone who calls himself a believer is called to walk or 
follow the steps of Jesus Christ. However, one cannot 
follow Him if one does not know how He lived His life. To 
know how Jesus lived His life, we must take a 
microscopic look at His teachings since He taught what 
He lived as in line with Acts 1:1-2. 

A counterfeit can be detected only when one is familiar 
with the original. Let us consider a few scriptures which 
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talked about Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 

"Of 0 then, the Lordandithe Teacher, have washedyour 
feet,you afso ouyht to wash one another's feet. Tor 0 
haveyivenyouan example, that you also shoulddo as 0 
have done to you ." 0ohnl$:l4~iy 

Jesus Christ taught that, He did not come to be served, 
but to serve and give His life a ransom for many. He 
showed His disciples the way of greatness in the sight of 
God, which is servanthood. The Apostle Paul had an 
understanding of this scripture when he wrote to the 
Thessalonians; 

'"Even so, affectionately lonyiny for you, we were well 
pleased to impart to you, not the Cjood News ofCjod 
only, hut also our own souls, because you had become 
very dear to us. "f Thessalonians 2 j8 

Believers who want to follow the steps of Jesus like Paul 
did, are to sacrifice their desires in order to serve others. 
They must labour to put the priorities of others above 
theirs. Also, they have to seek the glory and approval of 
God rather than that of man. 
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"0 commandthese things to you, that you may hove one 
another. Of the worhd hates you, you [now that it has 
hatedme before it hated you. Of you were of the worhd, 
the worhdwouhdhove its own. But because you are not of 
the worhd, since 0 chose you out of the worhd, therefore 
the worhd hates you. "Oohn 


Jesus Christ made it clear to His disciples that the world 
would hate them. This would be a result of the offensive 
nature of their message to the world and its systems. As 
a matter of fact, it would be in direct opposition to the 
world. Already, men hated Jesus since His preaching 
offended those who were worldly. Paul had this to tell the 
Thessalonians; 


"'But even as we have been approved by Qod to he 
entrusted with the Qood News, so we speahj not as 
pheasiny men, hut Qod, who tests our hearts, 'for 
neither were we at any time found usiny words of 
fbattery, as you [now, nor a choahofcovetousness hCrod 
is witness],nor seebinyyhory from men [neither from 
you nor from others], when we miyht have chaimed 
authority as aposthes of Christ, "f Thessahonians 2:4-6 
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It is clear Christ never sought the glory or approval of 
men and neither did the Apostles. To Paul, the mark of a 
servant of Christ is to please Him and Him alone. At this 
point, may I ask whose servant you are? Jesus or man? 
In the Gospels, as for the chief rulers, this is how they 
were characterised; 

"for they foved men's praise more than Qod's praise." 

Oohn fZ‘43 

"'Beware of the scribes, who fife to wafkin hone/ rohes, 
andhovegreetings in the marketphaces, the best seats in 
the synagogues, and the best pfaces at 
duke 20:4-6 

Brethren these are just to help us know and recognise 
the true Jesus of the Holy Bible. This way, we can 
identify what is counterfeit and evict it from the church. I 
trust the good Lord will continue to enlighten us through 
His word on the attributes of the Christ the Apostles 
preached. 

Just as there is “another Jesus”, there is also another 
spirit. I want us to know the true Spirit of God and of 
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Christ Jesus (Holy Spirit) of whom Paul and the other 
Apostles talked about. By so doing we will be able to 
unmask the monster (another spirit) in the church 
purporting to be the Holy Spirit but in reality only a 
counterfeit. One of the attributes of the Holy Spirit can be 
seen in the book of Acts, as Jesus commanded His 
disciples to tarry in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit; 

"Hutyou wiffreceive power when the Tdofy Spirit has 
come upon you. you wiff he witnesses to me in 
Jerusalem, in ahh %dea and Samaria, and to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. "Acts 1:8 

When the Holy Spirit comes upon a person, the fellow is 
endued with power which converts him or her into a 
witness for Jesus Christ. The believer with the Holy Spirit 
may not mount a crusade platform or even gather a 
crowd to preach to, but will in one way or the other talk to 
others about the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
John the beloved Apostle admonished us to try the spirits 
whether they be of God, when he said; 

"Aefoved, don’t hefieve every spirit, hut test the spirits, 
whether they are ofQod, because many fafse prophets 
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have yone out into the world. 'Ey this you know the 
Spirit of Qod every spirit who confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is ofQodand every spirit 
who doesn ‘t confess that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is notofQod, andthis is the spirit of the antichrist, 
of whom you have heardthat it comes. Now if is in the 
worldalready, "{John 4:1 


Brethren, we are to try the spirits whether or not they are 
from God. Any spirit which does not testify of Jesus, but 
exalts itself is an asset of the antichrist. Believers who 
have the Holy Spirit will always be conscious of the 
promptings of the Spirit to draw close to the word of God 
and to prayer in order that, the word of God will become 
flesh in their lives. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth who 
indwells the believer to enable him or her overpower sin; 

"Jfwesay that we have fellowship with him andwalfin 
the darkness, we lie, anddon't tell the truth. Eutifwe 

ht, we 

with oneanother, andthe hloodof Jesus Christ, his Son, 
cleanses us from all sin. Jfwesay that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." 

1 John 1:6-8 



walfin the liyht, as he is in the liy 
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The truth is, as we journey towards Christlikeness by the 
enabling power of the Spirit of truth, we may fall into one 
sin or the other. But by the grace and mercy of God, He 
points them out to us by revelation and conviction. The 
revelation may either be direct or through another 
believer. It is however clear that, when the Spirit of truth 
dwells in a believer, he or she will not craft, conceive or 
practice sin. The Holy Spirit as His name connotes, leads 
one towards righteousness. There is something holy 
even about the manifestation of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. The Apostle John again had this to say with 
regards to the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer; 


"'Whoever remains in him doesn't sin. 'Whoever sins 
hasn't seen him, neither knows him. Tittle children, let 
no one lead you astray. He who does righteousness is 
righteous, even as he is righteous. He who sins is of the 
devil, for the devilhas been sinning from the beginning. 
To this endthe Son of Cjodwas revealed, that he might 
destroy the works of the devil. 'Whoever is horn ofGjod 
doesn 't commit sin, because his seedremains in him; and 
he can't sin, because he is horn of Gjod. On this the 
children of Qod are revealed, and the children of the 
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devil. 'Whoever doesn't do righteousness is not of Qod, 
neither is he whodoesn 'time his brother. " i9ohn$:6~iO 


It is unfortunate to note that, much of the gospel being 
preached in our age are merely stories or historical facts 
and rarely at par with Paul's definition of the gospel; 


"Now 9 declare to you, brothers, the CjoodNews which 
9 preachedto you, which a Iso you received, in whichyou 
also stand, 'for 9 deliveredtoyou firstofallthat which 9 
also received: that Christ diedfor our sins accordiny to 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raisedon 
the third day accordiny to the Scriptures," 
/ Corinthians 


First of all, we must identify with Christ's death. Just as 
Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross, so must our old 
man be crucified and put to death. Peter had this to say in 
this regard; 


"who his own self bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we, haviny diedto sins, miyht live to riyhteousness; 
by whose stripes you were healed."{ Peter Z24 
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Secondly, the gospel preached must contain the 
ingredient of burial with Christ; 


"Or don 'tvjou know thataffwe who were baptizedinto 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? dOe were 
buried therefore with him through baptism to death, 
that just fife Christ was raisedfrom the dead through 
the cjforij of the 'Father, so we ahso mic/ht waff in 
newness of fife." damans 6:$~4 


Paul again reechoed this truth to the church at Colossae: 

"having been buriedwith him in baptism, in which vjou 
were afso raisedwith him throucjh faith in the working 
ofCjod, who raisedfam from the dead." Cofossians ZiZ 


By water baptism, we identify with Christ when His body 
lay dead and buried in the grave. Paul also explained 
how we identify with Christ's resurrection: 

"'We were buried therefore with him through baptism 
to death, that just fife Christ was raisedfrom the dead 
throucj 

in newness of fife, dor if we have become unitedwith him 


h thecjforij of the dather, so we afso might waff 
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in the fineness ofhis death, we wiffafso he part of his 
resurrection;.,. 

Thus consideryoursefves afso to he deadto sin, hut a five 
to Qodin Cfrist Jesus our Lord." 'Rpmans a 


John the Baptist preached; 

• Repentance. 

• Baptism. 

• And directed the people to Christ, who was to baptize 
them with the Holy Spirit and fire. 


tized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you wiff 
' they ift of the Tdofy Spirit" AcfsZ^S 


receive t 


Peter the Apostle preached; 

• Repentance. 

• Water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. 

• Receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, which was the 
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central focus of his message. 

From the above, we observe that all messages from 
Jesus and His servants included the three pillars of the 
gospel. These are Christ’s death, burial and resurrection. 
The question which arises is, does the modern day 
preacher drive home these three points of the gospel? If 
not, then another gospel is being preached. Our book 
titled 'The Cry of Apostles and Prophets' sheds light on 
the meaning of the gospel. 
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FOUR 


- MERCHANDISE IN CHURCH - 

Jesus warned His disciples, (whom we are), ahead of 
time of wolves who appear in sheep clothing. They look 
harmless and friendly, but when subjected to critical 
spiritual scrutiny, they will be found venomous. Peter 
admonishes us that, just as there are false prophets, 
there will also be false teachers among us. And they will 
introduce destructive teaching into the church; 


"And many shad foffow their pernicious ways; 

Ey reason of whom the wan of truth shadhe evilrpohen 
of. And through covetousness shad then with feicjned 
words mahe merchandise of mu; whosejudyment now 
of a hone/ time hinyerefh not, and their damnation 
shumherethnot" 2 Peter2:2~3 TJJV 


Let us start by analyzing the underlined portions of this 
passage. You should note that a lot of people actually 
patronize the services of false teachers; 


"Eutthe Spirit says expressly that in hater times some 
wiff faff away from the faith, payiny attention to 
seduciny spirits and doctrines of demons," 
1 Timothy 4:1 
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Permit me to state emphatically that, any revelation 
which only appeals to emotions and seeks to excite 
hearers and therefore does not draw one towards 
Christlikeness or is not in line with the doctrine of Christ 
and the Apostles, is heresy. We are in the days Paul 
warned about in 2 Timothy 4:3-4. Peter also said 
because of these false teachers, the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of. It is therefore not uncommon to hear men 
blaspheme the name of our God because of the money 
conscious and extravagant life style of many preachers 
in our day. Paul discerned the thoughts of these teachers 
and preachers when he said; 


"constant friction of people of corrupt minds and 
destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a 

means of win. 'Withdraw gourself from such. 'But 
godliness with contentment is great gain." 
iTimothg 6:J~6 


The words of the Apostle may seem harsh, but it is the 
blunt truth. Truely, godliness with contentment is great 
gain. His sound counsel to those sitting under the 
ministry of such teachers is, withdraw from them. One of 
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the reasons why these preachers or teachers teach false 
doctrine is because of covetousness. To satisfy their 
greed, they will preach messages which appeal to only 
the flesh or emotions of their hearers. The Apostles were 
not interested in material gain and so would not sacrifice 
the truth because of covetousness; 


“Tor neither were we at any time foundusiny word of 
flattery, as you know, nor a cfoah. ofcovetousness (Cjod 
is witness]nor seefinyyhory from men (neither from 
you nor from others], when we miyht have cfaimed 
authority as aposthes of Christ." iThessafonians 2:$~b 


But to these prophets, they are in the Lord's work to profit 
from the children of God and have thus, gone the way of 
Balaam the prophet; 


the 

fohfowedthe way ofliahaam the son oflieor, who foved 
the wayesofwrony-doiny;" 2 Veter Z-iJ 

Peter in the later verses described the attitude of the 
Prophet Balaam as madness. 



riyht way, they went astray, haviny 
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FIVE 


ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED 


A scripture most 'wolves' in Christendom have not 
spared is; 


"'Rutseek, first C/ods %inydom, andhis righteousness; 
and ad these thinys with he yiven to you as wed" 
"Matthew 6,33 


Instead of “all these things” as you can see from 
above, most Christians and 'wolves' render it as “all 
other things”. It is the will of our Daddy in heaven to 
meet the needs of His people and their wants if He so 
chooses. We will consider a number of scriptures which 
prove that it is the father's will to meet our needs. For us 
to have a clear understanding of the scripture above, let 
us take a look at the preceding verse: 


"Therefore, 9 ted you, don't he anxious for your fife: 
what you wid eat, or what you widdrinf nor yet for 
your body, what you wid wear. Osn't fife more than 
food, andthe body more than cfothiny ? dee the birds of 
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the sty, that they don't sow, neither do they reap, nor 
yather into hams, your heavenly 'Father feeds them. 
Aren ’tyou of much more value than they? 'Which of 
you, hy heiny anxious, can add one moment to his 
lifespan? 'Why are you anxious about clothiny? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they yrow. They 
don‘t toil, neither do they spin, yet 0 tell you that even 
Solomon in allhisylory was not dressedlife one of these. 
Aut ifCjodso clothes theyrass of the field, which today 
exists, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, won't he 
much more clothe you, you of little faith? Therefore 
don't he anfious, sayiny, ’'What will we eat?', ’'What 
willwe drink?' or, ’'With what willwe he clothed? Tor 
the gentiles see f after allthese thinys, foryour heavenly 
Tather knows that you need all these thinys." 
Jvtatthew 6:Z^~3>Z 


Jesus in these verses was not condoning laziness, but 
was establishing the fact that too much of the energy of 
Gentiles was channeled towards the acquisition of these 
things. Believers are to work for the kingdom of God. By 
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this I mean no matter the work you are engaged in, you 
are to bear in mind that you are doing it for the sake of the 
kingdom of God. God assures the believer that He will 
meet all the basic necessities of his or her life. Moreover, 
God does bless some of His people abundantly for this 
same purpose (to establish His kingdom or covenant). 
Before we can lay claim to the last phrase of the scripture 
“all these things" shall be added unto you (us), we 
should first fulfill the preceding conditions; 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And the righteousness of God 

Peter wanted to know what he would gain after he had 
abandoned all to follow Christ Jesus; 


"Then Peter answered, "Pehohd, we have heft 
everything, and fohhowedyou. JVhat then wihh we 
have? "Jesus said to them, "Jvfost certainly 9 tehfyou 
that you who have fohhowed me, in the reyeneration 
when the Son ofJdan wihh sit on the throne ofhisyhory, 
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you also willsit on twelve thrones,judyiny the twelve 
tribes of Israel 'Everyone who has left houses, or 
brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my name's safe, willreceive one 
hundred times, and will inherit eternal life." 
Jvtaffhew icjiZJ-ZJ 


"Peter hey an to tellhim, "Heboid, we have left all, and 
have followed you. "Jesus said, "Jdost certainly 9 tell 
you, there is no one who has left house, or brothers, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or land, 
for my safe, andlor the safe of the QoodNews, hut he 
will receive one hundred times more now in this time, 
houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and land, 
with persecutions; andin the aye to come eternal life." 
Ntarfm-zS-yj 


Now let us discuss these two passages of scripture 
critically. A careful study will reveal that, the passage in 
the gospel of Mark is a bit more elaborate than the one in 
Matthew. The following points can be noted from (in 
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addition to) the scripture in Matthew; 

• Peter asked the question on behalf of all disciples 
who had left all to follow Jesus. Jesus made it clear 
that anyone who has forsaken house, brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for His sake will; 

• Receive a hundred fold 

• Inherit eternal life 

• Let us again note the points made in the gospel of 
Mark; 

• Peter asked the question on behalf of all those who 
had left all to follow Jesus Christ. Jesus said any man 
who has left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands for His sake 
and the Gospel will; 

• Receive a hundred fold now in this time, houses, 
brethren, sisters , mothers , children and lands 
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•Face Persecutions 

• In the world to come eternal life. 

It is interesting most of those who claim this scripture for 
their life have not left anything in order to follow 
Jesus. Peter asked the question because he had the 
legitimate right to do so, since he had forsaken all to 
follow Jesus. Since Jesus promised that all who had left 
any of the things mentioned will receive a hundred fold in 
this time, let us look at the manifestation of this scripture 
at least in the life of Peter and Paul. You will realize after 
the day of Pentecost, scripture does not actually tell us 
about the possessions of Peter and the disciples, but 
their circumstances are described in the following 
scriptures; 


"Aff who hefieved were together, and hadaff,things in 
common. They sold their possessions andcjoods, and 
distributedthem to aff, according as anyone hadneed" 

ActsZ44~4J 
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“ r For neither was there amony them any who hacked, 
for as many as were owners of hands or houses so hdthem, 
and hrouyht the proceeds of the thinys that were sohd, 
andhaidthem at the aposthes' feet, anddistribution was 
made to each, accordiny as anyone had need" 

Acts 434-55 


These two scriptural verses give us a clue as to the fact 
that, all God promised His disciples came to pass. In the 
New Testament life, the possessions of believers could 
be shared by all brethren. If an apostle visited any 
church, at place, at least there was a house of a believer 
he could lodge in till his assignment there was over. 
Please let us ask ourselves a question based on the 
passage in Mark; how a person can get for example 
mothers and fathers? Is it not brethren in the church who 
are old enough to offer fatherly and motherly advice and 
care ? When it comes to houses and lands you will notice 
in the life of Paul the word of God was fulfilled; 


56 



ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED 


"'When she and her household were baptized, she 
heyyedus 

to the Hard, come into my house, and stay." So she 
persuaded us." Acts <6: 

Lydia asked Paul to lodge in her house. From the 
preceding verses we notice she was a well to do woman. 
It is important at this point for me to highlight that, when 
the Apostles received the proceeds from the sale of the 
early believers’ possessions, they did not just hoard 
them. The following scripture proves this point; 

"Hut IPeter said, "Silver andy oldhave 9 none, hut what 
9 have, that 9yiveyou. 9n the name ofOcsus Christ of 
Nazareth,yet up andwalhj"Acts$:6. 

They rather redistributed them to all the other believers to 
meet everyone's needs. Nevertheless, its also possible 
they had no money on them at the time. 

This is consistent with scripture in that, whatever the 
possessions God endows us with, we are only stewards 
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of it. With it, we meet our own needs and that of our 
family, and the rest applied to meeting the needs of other 
believers first, and then unbelievers. That is to say, it is 
the will of God that the needs of all members in the 
church be met. Some should not be living in 
unreasonable luxury whiles others for whom Christ died 
and purchased back with His blood should suffer from a 
lack of the basic necessities of life. There is no way a true 
disciple of Christ can live in unreasonable luxury. Jim 
Wallis, leader of the Sojourners Community in 
Washington, in Call to Conversion (Lion, 1981) writes: 
“the scriptures are stunning in their clarity on this issue. 
Wealth is seen, at best, as a great spiritual danger and, 
most often as an absolute hindrance to trust in God. The 
rich are continually held responsible for the sufferings of 
the poor, while God is portrayed as the deliverer of the 
oppressed. The God of the Bible has taken sides on this 
matter and has emphatically chosen the side of the 
poor”. 
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Sharing with the poor is not regarded as an option but as 
the normal consequences of faith in God. Paul assured 
the believers in Philippi that; 


"Jdy Cjodwillsupply every needof yours according to 
his riches in yfory in Christ 0'esus," < Phifippians4:ig 


He however had the following advice or command for 
those who are wealthy in the church; 


"Charyte those who are rich in this present worfdthat 
they not he hauyhty, nor have their hope set on the 
uncertainty of riches, hut on the fiviny Qod, who richhy 
provides us with every thiny to enjoy; that they doyood, 
that they he rich in yood worhf, that they he ready to 
distribute, wiffiny to communicate; hayiny up in store 
for themsefves a yood foundation ayainst the time to 
come, that they may fay hold of eternal fife." 
idimothy 


Even after we have sought first the kingdom of God, let 
us bear in mind, God only guarantees our needs and 
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not our wants. If He chooses to give us in abundance, 
then it is a bonus, but more importantly for the purpose of 
meeting the needs of other brethren. John Young in his 
book. Our God is still too small says “many Christians are 
worse off as a result of their faith and glad to be so, for 
they know that ‘their' money and possessions are not 
theirs in an absolute sense. They are for sharing. So they 
do not ask, 'How much of my money should I give to 
God's work?' but: 'How much of God's money of which I 
am Steward shall I spend on myself?” Let us reason with 
Young,"The more wealthy we are, the more dependent 
we are on the labours of others, and on having access to 
an unfair proportion of the good things in this world”. 
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A STILL SMALL VOICE 


God may cause something to happen, but He Himself 
may not be in it. Most people are so used to activity, 
when even the Lord is speaking they cannot discern His 
voice. There are times the Lord will be around, but Satan 
finds a way of deceiving many that He is absent. A very 
important truth I will like to share with you is found in the 
scripture below; 


"Ode said, Cjo forth, andstandon the mountain before 
yahweh. Heboid, yahweh passedhjj, andajreatand 
strong windtore the mountains, andbroke in pieces the 
rocks before yahweh; hut yahweh was not in the wind: 
andafter the windan earthquake; hut yahweh was not 
in the earthquake; andafter the earthquake a fire; hut 
yahweh was notin the fire: andafter the freastihfsmafh 
voice, Of was so, when "Elijah heardit, that he wrapped 
his face in his mantfe, and went out, andstood in the 
entrance of the cave, Hehohd, there came a voice to him, 
and said, what are ijou doincj here, ’Elijah?" 
iKSntjsifyii-ls 
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From the above scripture, we realize God just passed by, 
and the following resulted; 

• A great and strong wind rent the mountains 
andbroke in pieces the rocks. 

• After that, there was an earthquake, 

• Then fire came down. 

It is surprising the Lord caused these to happen, but He 
was not in it. After these activities, the Lord spoke to 
Elijah in a still small voice. Whatever was the content of 
the message, I do not have an idea, but it appears it did 
not gladden Elijah’s heart. Its however unfortunate how 
men easily believe when there is shouting, jumping 
around and 'fallings' in places of Christian gathering, that 
God is involved. Brethren, there is a great possibility that 
God will cause 'falling' here and there because we 
believe in things of that nature. He may however not be 
“in it”. Let us ask ourselves why the same people who 
claim to always fall under the anointing never see a 
change in their Christian walk (lam not talking of material 
possession). One thing is clear in scripture with regard to 
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the anointing when it comes upon a fellow; 

"And,it shadcome to pass in that day, that his harden 
shadhe taken away from off thy shoufder, andhis yoke 
from off thy neck and the yoke shad he destroyed 
because of the anointiny " r ]saiahm:ZJ% f jy 

Thus, it is evident when a person comes under the 
anointing, the yoke (whatever it is) is destroyed. Jesus 
Christ (the anointed one, who is also the anointing) came 
to destroy the works of Satan, which is sin. Our greatest 
need in this hour is not just anointing for the things of this 
sinking world, (which Paul called rubbish or garbage), but 
the anointing which breaks the yoke of sin and addiction 
in lives. 

How sad it is when believers ignore the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit in their everyday endeavors, but are always 
searching for one shaking here or the other. In our time a 
man's level of impact is not judged by how many people 
he has led in the way of righteousness and holiness, but 
by how people fall when he touches them. More often 
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one will understand the Holy Spirit cautions us against 
sin, but we sometimes ignore Him, thereby grieving Him. 

Satan has always taken advantage of the ignorance of 
some believers in leading them to believe that when they 
go through trials and tribulations, the Lord is absent from 
them. This is a deception from the pit of hell. God rather 
makes it very clear from scripture that when we are going 
through tough times He is always with us. He may be 
silent, or speak softly, but surely He is around. Scripture 
can attest to this; 


“'Whenyou passthrouyhthewaters, Owiff he with you; 

andthrouyh the rivers, they wifhnotoverfhowyou. 

'When you waff throuyh the fire, you wifh not he 

burned, anddame wifhnofscorchyou." Osaiah 45 -2 


Even when the three Hebrew friends were thrown into 
the furnace, Jesus was there with them. It is important for 
us to note that, throughout their trials, He was with them. 
This also happened in the life of Daniel. In our main 
scripture in 1 kings 19:11-13, I believe Elijah had fled 
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because of the threat of Jezebel, but God assured him 
He was still with him. God by His own divine providence 
had even preserved about 7,000 people who had not 
bowed to Baal. God in this episode taught Elijah that it is 
not only through physical (tangible) manifestation that He 
can be found. He can cause tangible manifestations to 
happen, but He may not be found in them. He may be 
found more often in a still small voice. With all our'falling' 
lets heed and obey the voice of God. David had this to 
say; 


'"Even thouyh 9 walfthrouyh the valley of the shadow 
of death, 9 willfear no evil, for you are with me. your 
rodmdy our staff, they comfort me." Vsalm 2.3; 4 


The next time Satan wants to bring unbelief through his 
deceit, let us remember that whether we feel God or not, 
He is always in and around us. If God is aware of our sin, 
then He is fully aware of whatever we go through. For He 
is just and perfect and nothing can be hidden from His 
sight. 
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SEVEN 


RUNNING IN VAIN 


It will be disappointing to run a race to the end (with a 
hope), only to be disqualified afterwards. 

The disqualification of an athlete to the best of my 
knowledge happens in either one of these two ways. In 
the first place, a person can be disqualified before the 
start of the race if he does not meet the right criteria for 
that particular race or, a person can also be disqualified 
in the course of the race if he does not run according to 
the rules of the sport. It is however important for us to 
know that, actual disqualification does not take place 
after the race, but before and during the race. If one is 
disqualified from the race before he starts running, and 
still decides to run, he does so in vain. Also, if another 
during a race runs contrary to the rules and regulations, 
he is automatically disqualified. Even though he may 
finish the race, he will also be running in vain. 
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The problem for me is this, there are many who run the 
Christian race without knowing they were disqualified 
even before they started running, and there others who 
are disqualified even during the race. 

Let me explain further; the first group who are 
disqualified even before they think they are running the 
Christian race or doing God's work, are those without the 
Spirit of Christ; 

"Hutyou are notin the flesh hut in the Spirit, if it is so 
that the Spirit of Gjoddwells in you. Hut if any man 
doesn't have the SpiritofChrist, heisnothis. "HpmSy 

It is clear from the above scripture, no matter one’s 
accomplishment, if he does not have the Spirit of Christ 
dwelling in him, he is already disqualified. As a matter of 
fact, he is none of Christ's. If this particular scripture 
applies to you, then I beseech you by the mercies of God 
to cry out to God in prayer for the Holy Spirit to indwell 
you before it is too late. 
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The second group who are disqualified within the race 
and are not aware are captured in the following passage; 


‘"Many widtedme in {fiatday, 'Lord, Lord, dldn 'twe 
prophesy inyour name, inyour name cast out demons, 
andinyour name do many miyhty works? "Then 0 wiff 
tedthem, ‘0 never knew you. Depart from me, you who 
•finicjuity.Matthew J:ZZ~Z3 


won 


The yardstick for God's approval to us men is not 
different from the credentials some presented to Christ 

as their qualification and justification into the kingdom of 
God. Just look at the credentials they presented to God; 


• We prophesied in thy name 

• Cast out devils in thy name 

• Did many wonderful works 

I am not suggesting God cannot use a true believer to do 
those things mentioned above. The truth is, merely doing 
them is not enough proof of God’s approval of a man. 
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Jesus said, He never knew these people since they 
worked iniquity. Paul, fully aware of the possibility for one 
to run in vain said; 


"Do all things without murmurings anddisputes, that 
you mag become hfamefess and harmless, children of 
Gjod without blemish in the midst of a croofed and 
perverse generation, among whom gou are seen as 
lights in the world, holding up the word of life; that 0 
mag have something to boast in the dag of Chris t, that 9 


didn't 


run in vain nor 


lab 


or in vain. 


fdilippians 2:f4~d 


He knew that in order not to have run in vain, he had to 
present the believers entrusted into his hands blameless 
and harmless. Paul had this understanding from the 
command of Jesus; 


"you didn'tchoose me, hut 0 chosegou, andappointed 
gou, that gou shouldgo and hear fruit, and that gour 
fruit should remain; that whatever gou willasf of the 
'father in mg name, he mag give it togou. "Cohn igdh 
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To Paul, his fruit(be it character or souls won), had to 
remain in the faith. Please remember in Matthew 7:22- 
23, those who were disqualified were described as 
workers of iniquity. Hence in order to be qualified, one 
must be found to be blameless and harmless. Close to 
the end of his life, Paul had this to say; 


"9 have fought the good fight. 9 have finished the 
course. 9 have heft the faith, Trom now on, there is 
stored uf for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, wihfjive to me on that dag; 
andnot to me onfg, hut also to adthose who have foved 
his affearing."2 Timothy 4:J~S 


Paul had no doubt he had run according to the rules and 
had thus finished his assignment. Are we fighting a good 
fight or just beating the air? He then had the following 
advice for us; 


"... No sofdier on duty en tangfes himseffin the affairs of 
fife, that he mag ffease him who enroded him as a 
sofdier. flfso, if anyone com fetes in athfetics, he isn ‘t 
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crowned unless fie fas competed fy tfe rufes." 2 
dimotfy Z 2-$ 

"'Jdofdtfe pattern of soundwords w fief you fave feard 
from me, in faitfandfove wfief is in Cfrist Jesus. Tfat 
yoodtfiny wfief was committed(oyou,yuardtfrouyf 
tfe Idofy Spiritwfo dweffsin us. "2 Timotfy 
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EIGHT 


HALF BAKED CHRISTIANITY 


"Ephraim, he mftes himseff among the nations. 
Ephraim is a pancake not turnedover. Strangers fiave 
devouredhis strength, andhe doesn 'treafize it. Ondeed, 
gray hairs are here and there on him, and he doesn 'f 
reafizeit. " r hiosea r J:8~q 

It is evident from the above, God called Ephraim to a 
separate and consecrated life, but he rather chose to mix 
himself among 'the people'. When one becomes a 
believer he must of necessity make up his or her mind to 
totally forsake the world and its pleasures or affections in 
order to embrace the kingdom of God fully. Thus, you 
must lose the world in order to gain Jesus. We cannot 
have both just as a person cannot walk on two different 
paths at the same time. 

The word of God through Hosea concerning Ephraim 
was that, he was not totally devoted to God. A question 
we could ask is, why was it so? Ephraim had mixed 
himself with strangers. These strangers practiced 
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systems or life styles which were not in consonance with 
the commandments of God which he had received. As 
he got defiled or contaminated with strange practices, he 
lost his ability to faithfully practice or obey the whole 
commandments of God. Living in these strange life 
styles, blinded Ephraim to his true state. 

Believers in this age and hour are called to a life of 
separation from the world, to a committed life with God. 
One need of the times we are in is to be radically 
opposed to the systems of the world. Even though we are 
in the world, it should be abundantly clear to the believer 
that we are not of the world. John the Apostle said; 

"'Don't fove the worfd, neither the things that are in the 
worfd Of anyone foves the worfd, the 'Father's fove isn't 
in him. 'For a ffthat is in the worfd, the fust of the ffesh, 
the fust of the eyes, and the pride of fife, isn't the 
'Father's, hutistheworfd's."iOohnZ:i^~ih 

As believers we should not love the world and its three 
major constituents. For anyone who loves the world is an 
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enemy of God. Brethren, let us be wary of the wolves 
who come in sheep clothing and only talk about material 
prosperity to make us enemies of God and unaware of 
His truth. No wonder Leonard Ravenhill said the 
following with regard to these preachers “My heart is 
burdened and burning. God's house is polluted. The 
sinners scoff and say of the rich preachers, 'Their creed 
is greed and their god is gold." We need a baptism of holy 
zeal to get us back to holy indignation that the money 
grabbers are back in the temple, and that God's heart is 
hurting”. It is written; 

"J-or whatever is horn ofQodovercomes the world. This 
is the victory that has overcome the world your faith. 

JVho is he who overcomes the world, hut he who 
believes that Jesus is the Son ofGjodJ "f.John 

The first Adam failed in the Garden of Eden when Satan 
tempted him with the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes 
and the pride of life. Glory be to God that the last Adam in 
the person of Jesus Christ overcame these temptations 
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in Luke 4:1-13. We are called to “...earnestly contend for 
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” Jude 
3 (KJV). This faith is what subdues lusts. It does not 
claim and marry the world. The world coming into the 
church, (and yes it has already entered) is devouring the 
strength of the church just as in the days of Ephraim. Let 
us be on guard and eject the world out of the church 
without apology. 
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NINE 


THE TEST OF CHRISTIANITY. 


The test of one's faith or Christian walk is not only in 
times of abundance but mostly in trying moments, which 
is best described by the word 'fire'; 


"that the proof of your faith, which is more precious 
than cjohd that perishes even thouyh it is tested hy fire, 
may he foundto resuftin praise,yfory, andhonor at the 
revelation ofOesus Christ" i IPeter i-.'J 


This tells us the path of Christianity is not at all a smooth 
one here on earth. The Christian should bear in mind 
there will surely come days when his faith in Jesus Christ 
will be tested not by pleasure but by persecutions and 
afflictions. The Psalmist said “many are the afflictions of 
the righteous; but the Lord delivers him out of them all” 
(though he was referring to Christ). Afflictions actually 
await the righteous man, but only God remains as his 
deliverer. It is about time we arm our minds with this truth 
in so far as we have decided to follow Christ. A man once 
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said that, Jesus’ life proved a person could be in the will 
of God, be greatly loved by God, and still suffer unjustly. 
Those who hold any contrary view and promote such 
brand of shallow theology have not reflected much on the 
Cross; 


"(out fie willreceive one hundredtimes more now in this 
time, houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and 
(and, with persecutions; andin the acje to come eternal 
life." JAarkjO^O 

A time came in the life of three Hebrew friends in 
Babylon, to stand for what they professed to believe. 
They spent some moment in fire, but scripture tells us 
they were not alone in it; 

"7~fe answered, Hoof 9 see four men loose, 
walhincj in the midst of the fire, and they 
have no hurt; andthe aspect of the fourth is life a son of 
thecjods. "'Daniel^iZJ 
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Even though they were thrown into the fiery furnace for 
their unwavering belief, Jesus never forsook them but 
rather abode with them in the fire without it harming 
them. Brethren whatever trials you feel you are going 
through, be assured that Jesus knows and so the trials 
may not consume you. 

You will notice I used the word 'may', implying there is a 
probability one can be consumed by the troubles and 
storms of life. Whether or not a man will stand the test of 
fire is dependent on the type of theology he has built his 
life upon. Paul, knowing the sort of stuff he was made of, 
boldly declared; 


" < Wf>o shadseparate us from the hove of Christ? Couhd 
oppression, or anyuish, or persecution, or famine, or 
nafedness, or peri for sword? Even as it is written, "Ear 
your safe we are hjdedadi/ay fony. Cite were accounted 
as sheep for thesfauyhter No, in adthese thinys, we are 
more than conquerors throuyh him who fovedus. dor 0 
am persuaded, that neither death, nor fife, nor anyefs, 
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nor principahities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor ang other 
createdthing, wi((he ah he to separate us from the hove of 
Qod, which is in Christ Jesus our Cord ." 
Romans 8:$g 

Paul had the boldness to make such a declaration 
because of what he had built his life upon. He knew he 
could only overcome all these through Jesus, and the 
love of God. Leaning on our own understanding and 
strategies in this world can never deliver us from the 
storms of life, but faith in Christ Jesus alone. There is 
coming a shaking as stated by the Apostle Paul; 

"Thisphrase, "yetonce more, "signifies the removing of 
those things that are shaken, as of things that have been 
made, that those things which are not shaken mag 
remain. Therefore, receiving a %ingdom that can't he 
shaken, fetus havegrace, through which we serve Cjod 
acceptahhg, with reverence andawe, for our Cjodis a 
consuming fire" TCehrew IZjZJ-ZJ 
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Anything which is not founded on true faith in Jesus 
Christ will surely come crashing down. A time when God 
Himself will test the faith of men is coming, for He Himself 
is a consuming fire. The work of all preachers and those 
who claim to serve God will surely be tried by fire. Every 
shoddy work done for God will be revealed for what it is 
one day; 

",.. Hut if anyone huilds on the foundation withyold, 
sihver, costly stones, wood, hay, orstuhhfe; each man's 
worf will he revealed. Tor the Uay will declare it, 
because it is revealed in fire; and the fire itself will test 
what sort of worf each man's worf is..." 

{ Corinthians 

The quality of a man's work is dependent on the sort of 
materials he uses in building. If we build ourfaith on false 
doctrines, then one day our hope will come crashing 
down by fire. Rather, we are to build our faith on the 
following; 
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"Everyone who comes to me, andhears my words, and 
does them, 0 withshow you who he is like. He is like a 
man huifdiny a house, who duy andwent deep, and(aid 
a foundation on the rock When a [food arose, the 
stream broke ayainst that house, andcould\not shake it, 
because it was foundedon the rock "duke 6;4/~4d 


There is a difference between falling in the face of 
adversity, and not being shaken by the same. When our 
faith is built on the rock, we will not shake when we are 
faced with problems and challenges, let alone fall. The 
Psalmist said; 


"Those who trust in 'tjahweh areas JdountZion, which 
can't he moved, hut remains forever." 1?sa(mizy:i 


During World War II, when enemy armies invaded North 
Africa, the missionaries fled; and there was great worry 
over the churches left behind. However when the war 
ended and the missionaries returned, they discovered 
strong, blossoming churches. The sufferings of war 
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sanitized the church and helped strengthen the faith of 
the true believers. I believe great lessons can be drawn 
from such a testimony. 
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TEN 


A MESSAGE TO MEN WHO INSULT GOD 


“Fools proclaim themselves into obscurity and the wise 
forgets himself into immortality" (Anonymous). Thus, it is 
best for one to humble himself than to be humbled by 
God. I know this chapter is set forth to cause true 
believers to glorify God. According to the grace of God 
given me, I will like to make these emphatic statements; 

• Every true revelation of God gives a sense of longing 
for more of God and to be more like Jesus Christ (the 
true believer should be aware of the life and conduct 
of Jesus Christ). Dr. A. W. Tozer in an essay in his 
book titled, Nearness Is Likeness Said, “The more we 
are Like God, the nearer we are to God”. 

• Any man who claims to have more of the revelation of 
Christ must be more like Him in word and in deed 
(thus, he must live a sacrificial life). 

• Any man, who claims especially to understand and 
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have insight into the writings of the Apostle Paul, must 
also possess the life and heart of this dear Apostle of 
God. 

• Any man who claims to have more revelation of the 
kingdom of God must also have a longing to depart 
(unless for the benefit of the saints if he is with us) 
from this world by word and deed, for he is to live as a 
pilgrim. I mean he must not be comfortable with the 
flashy and deceptive trappings of this earth. If he is 
closer to God or Jesus Christ, then he must of a truth 
be far away from the world. 

I believe these statements are enough to humble most of 
us for now. It is an insult to the power and grace of God for 
some 'carriers of revelation knowledge' to suggest by 
their messages that the power and grace of God is not 
efficacious enough to help one radically depart from the 
world and its lusts. It is important for us to appreciate 
that, what really caused the fall of man was his yielding to 
the temptation of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes 
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and the pride of life, to which so many people continue to 
fall prey today. What is even more alarming is the rate at 
which some professing believers are engaging in a rat 
race for the world and all that is in it because of 'spiritual 
pollution' from pulpits in some seeker friendly churches. 
Preachers in such churches never want to hurt any one's 
pride nor challenge lives for a change. 

I want to emphasise that, it was and still is the intent and 
will of God to make His people different and peculiar from 
the world in word and in deed by the power of His Word; 

"Now therefore, if you wiffindeedobey my voice, and 
covenant, then you shadhe my own possession 
from amony adpeoples; for ad the earth is mine; and 

of priests, and a hohy 
nation . 1 These are the words whichyou shadspmfto the 
chihdren ofOsraeh."tfyodus 

"Hutyou are a chosen race, a royalpriesthood, a holy 

own possession, that you may 


nation, a people for Cjod s' 


you shad he to me a finydom 
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proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous (icjht: "f Peter Zty 

But it is rather unfortunate to observe in the church in 
most nations, with the land of my birth not being an 
exception, that there is no clear line between many 
professing believers and those of the world. To reveal 
the corruption in many, you will recognize that all their 
revelation of God's word is quantified in monetary terms 
and every insight they claim to have rather draws men 
farther away from the life of Christ into the world. If 
indeed their messages are true revelations and not 
inspiration from seducing spirits, why are so many 
professing believers yielding their members as 
instruments of unrighteousness? At this juncture let us 
consider some pertinent questions below: 

Question One 

Are all who profess to be servants of God really serving 
Him or are in pursuit of the vain elements of this earth? 
Let us search the scriptures; 
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"Thus consideryourselves also to he dead to sin, hut 
a five to Cjodin Christ Jesus our fiord. Therefore don't 
fetsin reicjn inyour mortafbody, that you shoulddey it 
in its fusts. If either present your members to sin as 
instruments ofunrighteousness, hut present yourselves 
to Qod, as alive from the dead, andyour members as 
instruments ofriyhteousness to Cjod." Tomans 6:11-1$ 

"Jesus answered them, "Jvtost certainly J tellyou, 
everyone who commits sin is the bondservant of sin. A 
bondservant doesn't live in the house forever. A son 
remains forever therefore the Son mahesyou free,you 
willhe free indeed." John 8 $4 


It is clear, anyone who yields his members to sin as 
instruments of unrighteousness is the servant of the 
same. If one is therefore the servant of sin, there is 
however hope for him to come out of it since he is not a 
son to sin as in line with John 8:35. 
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Question Two 

Are all who profess to love God really doing so if they still 
love the world and the things there in? 

"'Don't hove the worhd, neither the things that are in the 
worhd. Of anyone hoves the worfd, the dather's hove isn't 
in him. dor ahhthat is in the worhd, the (ustofthe fhesh, 
the bust of the eyes, and the pride of hife, isn't the 
dather's, hut is the worhd's. dhe worhdis 
with its busts, hut he who does Qods wihh remains 
forever."lOohnZ:iD~d 

Certainly, we cannot claim to love God when we are still 
under the yoke of these lusts. Let the wise take counsel 
from the above that all these things we are craving for will 
soon pass away. They are vanities and a chasing after 
the wind. Work hard for the sake of the kingdom and love 
for God, whether you are engaged in the public or private 
sector. When we arm our mind with this mentality, it will 
help us overcome the world and all its constituents. 
Scripture rather encourages us to pursue these; 



95 



BREAD HELL 


"...Hutyou, man of Qod, ffee these thinys, andfoffow 
after righteousness,yodfness, faith, hove, patience, and 
yentfeness." {Timothy 6:{0~{{ 

",,. Ret everyone who names the name of the Rord 
depart from unriyhteousness,.. Thee from youthfuh 
fusts; hut pursue righteousness, faith, hove, andpeace 
with those who caff on the Rord out of a pure heart." 

2 Timothy 2j{g~22 

Question Three 

Does mere jumping around, shouting, screaming, 
dancing and living any how without godly reverence 
really reflect the grace of God? 


"Tor the yrace of Gjod has appeared, hrinyiny 
safvation to affmen, instructiny us to the intent that, 
denyiny unyodfiness andworfdfy fusts, we woufdfive 
soherfy, riyhteousfy, andyodfy in this 
." Titus 2;{{-{y 
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The true grace of God makes the distinction between 
practicing believers, professing believers and the people 
of the world. Jesus said; 


'"Even so, fetyour fiyhtshine before men; that they may 
see youryoodworf$, andy forifyyour Eather who is in 
heaven." Jvtatthewy:l6 

"Ayain, therefore, Jesus spofe to them, sayiny, "9 am 
the fyhtofthe worfd. The whofoffows me wiffnotwaffin 
the darfpess, hut wiffhave the fiyhtoffife. "John 8:12 


In the light of these scriptures, I believe the hour has 
come for you and I to wake up to the call of our savior, to 
preach and teach the people of God what the power and 
grace of God is capable of doing in their lives. The power 
and grace of God does not only raise the cripple and open 
the eyes of the blind, but is primarily available to break the 
yoke of sin and all forms of unrighteousness in order for us 
to mirror the life of our savior Jesus Christ, and to do His 
good pleasure. The good pleasure of God is to set us 
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apart from this world in all forms and ways; 


",,, that you may become blameless and harmless, 
children of Gjod without blemish in the midst of a 
crookedandperverseyeneration, amony whomyou are 
seen as liyhts in the world, holdiny up the wordif life-,..." 
IPhilippiansZ: 1Z~ih 
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ELEVEN 


THIS IS THE TRUE GRACE OF GOD 


One of the words mostly abused in the church of God is 
the word “G race”. A careful study of the scriptures reveal 
that, there is the true grace and also false grace ; 

"dhrouyh Simms, our faithfulbrother, as 9 consider 
him, 9 have written to you briefly, 
testifyiny that this is the trueyrace of Ciod in whichyou 
stand." 1 Peter12 



The question therefore is, what is the true grace of God? 
Before we go into this let me state that, the works of man 
can never earn him salvation or redemption from sin. 
Salvation can only be found in the finished work of Jesus 
Christ on the cross which was engineered by God 
Himself; 


"for allhave sinned, andfallshort of theylory ofQodi 
beiny justified freely by his yrace throuyh the 
redemption that is in Christ 9esus;" Romans 3/23-24 
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It is therefore important for us to note that, before one 
can benefit from this grace one must willingly and openly 
reject the world in order to embrace this free gift of grace. 
There is no way one can have both the world and the 
grace of God. The dividing line between Christians and 
people of other religions is the grace of God which sets 
us apart from the world. Since man could not please God 
in his quest to live a righteous life, God brought grace to 
help man live a life pleasing in His sight. Therefore grace 
came not as a license to sin, but to empower us to live a 
righteous and victorious life; 


"Tor thegrace ofQodhas at beared, bringing salvation 
to ad men, instructing us to the intent that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we would live soberly, 
righteously, andyodly in this present world..." 
Titus Z:H~y 


This is the work of the grace of God in the life of the 
believer. It is ludicrous to observe in our generation the 
abuse and misrepresentation of the grace of God. This 
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was not different in the days of Paul; 

"JVhatshallwe say then ? Shallwe continue in sin, that 
yrace may abound? "May it never he! 'We who diedto 
sin, how coufdwe five in it any fonyer?" Romans 6:1-2 


It is in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation 
that God provides His grace beyond human 
understanding to help us live a life pleasing to Him, as we 
shine as light and make a difference in word and in deed. 
Christians are not set free from sin so as to live anyhow, 
for scripture declares; 


"Jesus answered them, "'Most certainly 9 tedyou, 
everyone who commits sin is the bondservant of sin. 7 \ 
bondservant doesn't five in the house forever. 7 ! son 
remains forever. 9 f therefore the Son males you free, 
you wiffhe free indeed. "John 8:34-36 

“’Thus considery ourselves also to he deadto sin, hut alive 
to (Jo din Christ Jesus our Sard. Therefore don't let sin 
reiyn inyour mortalbody, that you shouldobey it in its 
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fusts. Neither present your members to sin as 
instruments of unrighteousness, hut present yourselves 
to Cjod, as afive from the dead, andyour members as 
instruments of righteousness to Gjod. dor sin wiff not 
have dominion over you. dor you are not under haw, 
hut undery race. dJhatthen? Shall we sin, because we 
are not under (aw, hut underyrace? Jday it never 
he!... even so now present your members as servants to 
righteousness for sanctification." Romans 


What the grace of God is all about is definitely enshrined 
in the scriptures above, even when aligned with the 
original intent of God for us below; 


"Gjrace to you.., even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we would he holy and 
without blemish before him in love;..." 
Tzphesiansl:2~J 


Wow! How rich the grace of God is. Having delved into 
these let us consider the line of action that ought to be 
taken by those who believe in the true grace of God; 
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, he sober andset 


-you. 


r hope fu, 


on 


theyrace that 


wiffihe hrouyhttoyouatthe revelation of Jesus Christas 
children of obedience, not conforming yourselves 
according to your former lusts as in your iynorance, 
hutjustas he who calledyou is holy,youyourselves also 
he holy in all of your behavior y because it is written, 
"you shall he holy; for Jam holy.,. "i Veter 


To those of us who think a clear line cannot be drawn 
between the Christian and the unbeliever regarding 
matters of purity of the spirit, soul and body, let us step 
out in faith based on this scripture; 


"J can do all thinys throuyh Christ, who 
me." IP hi lippians 4:1$ 

Let us remember, brethren, that there is judgment 
because man has his free will and can therefore choose 
to obey the word of God or act otherwise. The Christian 
faith is not one of mere profession, but a living 
expression of Christ’s life. Good works never earn the 
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grace of God, but the grace of God, out of necessity, 
leads to deeds of righteousness, holiness and good 
works. 
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TWELVE 


WOLVES IN SHEEP CLOTHES 


Jesus warned His disciples of people He called wolves 
as did Paul the Apostle; 

"Tor 9 fcrtow that after my departure, vicious 
wolves will enter in amony you, not spariny 
the flock" Acts ZO:Zg 

The words of wolves may not seem to harm you in the 
short run, but will kill you like ‘slow’ poison in the long run. 
They may be telling you one thing but in their hearts they 
mean something quite different. They may appear loving, 
but deep down they are pushing you to chase the world 
so you can make more money to finance their ambitious 
projects. 

If you are very observant you will realise that, for most of 
them, immediately the money comes in, they prove that 
they care only about gratifying their own fleshly desires 
and not the ministry they claim to be leading. They 
lambast and condemn others, suggesting they are not in 
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right standing with God for which reason they are not 
rich. Many of those under the influence of these 
deceptive wolves fail to see that the consultation fees, 

tithes and offerings they give only enrich the wolves. 

For you to know if they really love you, use Jesus Christ's 

criteria of a good shepherd to judge; 


"0 am thepood shepherd, Thepood shepherdfays down 
his fife for the sheep. "John 10:11 


From the above scripture Christ helps us appreciate that 
it is only a good shepherd who will lay down his life for the 
sheep. In times of trouble when you go to them for help, 
do they provide practical help (when your problem 
demands a physical solution) or they just pray hypocritic 
prayers over you? It is only the good shepherd who will 
deny himself for you in the face of difficulty. Examine 
these scenarios; 

• When a father and his son are crossing a river, does 
the child carry the father or it is rather the father who 
carries the child to cross the river? 
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• When the food in the house is insufficient, does the 
good mother give it to the child or she eats first and 
gives what remains (if any) to the child? 

Please judge for yourselves. A good shepherd therefore 
lays down his life for the sheep; 


'"Even so, affectionately lonyiny foryou, we were weff 
pleased to impart to you, not tfie Qood News of Gjod 
onfy, but also our own soufs, because you bad become 
very dear to us. "l Tbessabonians 2:8 


Due to the depth of love the Apostle Paul and his team 
had for the believers at Thessalonica, they worked with 
their hands so they could also meet the financial needs of 
other believers. Surprisingly, many preachers never 
want to emulate this example. 

Whenever they are confronted with this issue, they begin 
to quote scriptures which prove it is their right to take 
money. But I always wonder if they just feel comfortable 
at this level of ministry. It is simply clear, they have not 
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made up their mind to mature and to humble themselves. 

Christ, our perfect example never insisted on His rights 
as the Son of God, but for our sakes chose to deny 
Himself of comfort. This is what Paul and some of the 
Apostles understood and as a result gave out their very 
souls. Some may object with this scripture; 


"Then Beter answered, "'Behold, we have heft 
everything, and fohhowedyou. TJhat then wifh we 
have?... Everyone who has heft houses, or brothers, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or chihdren, or 
hands, for my name's safe, wihhreceive one hundred 
times, andwihhinheriteternah ' r ife." 'Matthew ityZ/, Zg 


Let us cast our minds back and look at the life of Peter 
and the believers in the book of Acts, when people sold 
their lands and laid the proceeds at the feet of the 
Apostles, did they hoard the money or rather distributed 
the proceeds to meet other people’s need? It therefore 
stands to reason that, they might only accept financial 
tokens, to meet their basic needs and that of the ministry, 
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but not to live in unreasonable luxury, as we can see in 
the life of Peter and John; 

"Hut Veter said, "Silver andyohdhave 0 none, hut what 

0 have, that 0jiveyou. On the name ofOesus Christ of 

Nazareth,yet up andwahhj" Acts$:6 

I am sure and you will bear witness, that they obeyed all 
the commandments of the Lord. If they did not, they 
wouldn't have been able to teach it to others. From the 
scripture above, they obeyed the teaching of Christ to 
store up their treasures in heaven as in line with Matthew 
6:20-21, and not here on earth. 

You cannot be storing up treasures here on earth in the 
name of prosperity and still claim you are a disciple of 
Christ. In these times when men have a lot of needs to be 
met (even in your own assembly), how can we as true 
disciples still feel comfortable living in unreasonable 
luxury? Why should your dog's food be richer than that of 
your fellow brethren you fellowship with? Due to the kind 
of life some rich people in His day lived, Christ 
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pronounced certain woes upon them; 


"'Rut woe to you who are rich! 'foryou have received 
your consofation. 'Kloe to you,you who are fuffnow, for 
you wiffhe hunyry. 'Kloe to you who fauyh now, foryou 
wiff mourn andweep. J2ufe b: 24 ~ZJ 


We should realise, all that these 'no suffering' preachers 
are doing is going to cause us who laugh now, to weep in 
the end. Know this for certain that, every true disciple of 
God will not be happy with the state of affairs in 
Christendom and in the world, in view of the skyrocketing 
nature of sin. 


He will therefore commit his all to fighting falsehood and 
thus will not be given to a life of comfort. Remember; 


"Those who sow in tears wiff reap injoy. 'He whoyoes 
out weepiny, carryiny seed for sowiny, wiff certainfy 
come ayain with joy, carryiny his sheaves." 
Tsafms-tzfj^-fj 


113 



BREAD i&Jz'C-ct -w, HELL 


Now is the time of sowing which is not pleasant at all, but 
in the end we shall receive a reward from God which is 
everlasting. Though after giving to the Lord and His work, 
He even continues to bless you abundantly, it is not a 
licence to live anyhow, but rather to continue to commit 
those resources to the kingdom work. We as believers 
should always bear in mind, we are only stewards who 
will one day give an account of how we used the 
resources God made available to us; 

"So fet a man think of us as Christ's servants, and 
stewards of Gfods mysteries. Id ere, moreover, it is 
required of stewards, that they he found faithfuf." 

1 Corinthians 4:1-2 

In the same teachings of Christ in the scripture we 
quoted earlier, He pronounced woe on people of whom 
all men will speak well. These days you will realise, it is 
this same 'no suffering' preachers who 'go to bed' with 
corrupt politicians and fraudulent businessmen. These 
are not good shepherds but rather wolves in sheep 
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clothing. They certainly are not setting a good example 
for the young ones to follow. Let us finally look at the 
Lord’s description of a good shepherd; 


"yahweh is my shepherd: 9 shad fetch, nothing fde 
mah.es me fie down in yreen pastures, fde feads me 
heside stiff waters. He restores my soul Ideyuidesmein 
the paths of riyhteousness for his name's safe. 'Even 
thouyh 9 waff throuyh the vaffey of the shadow of 
death, 9 wiffhear no evif, for you are with me. your rod 
and your staff they comfort me. you prepare a tahfe 
before me in the presence of my enemies, you anoint 
my headwith oif Tdy cup runs over. Surelyyoodness 

andfoviny hindness shad<follow me adthe days of my 
fife, and 9 will dwell in yahweh's house forever." 

IPsalm Z3 


A good shepherd makes sure the needs of members in 
the church are met. He feeds the flock with fresh 
messages from God and not mere ‘emotionalism’ and 
carnality. 
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He concentrates on restoring souls by reconciling them 
back to God through the preaching of righteousness. 

He is always identified with the flock in their trying times 
and never ceases to rebuke and correct them when they 
err. They help the flock to understand the comfort that 
rebuke brings to them. 

The major instruments of a good shepherd are the rod 
and the staff. When God ceases to chastise and to 
rebuke a people, it simply means they are bastards; 

"Hut if you are without discipline, of which aff have 
been made partakers, then areyou illegitimate, andnot 
children. "TdehrewsiZ:S 

A good shepherd teaches the flock to pray for their 
enemies instead of wishing their death in order to live a 
trouble-free life. He teaches the flock the necessity of 
God's redemption and glory being revealed in the face of 
adversity. 
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He fills the flock with the consciousness that they need to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit (always) by keeping their 

garments pure. 


"detyourgarments he afwags white, anddon 'tfetgour 
headfackoif." dcdesiastesgS 


"Uon't he drunken with wine, in which is dissipation, 
hut he fifhedwith the Spirit," TzphesiansJ:i8 


He tells the flock to do good always and to have mercy on 
others and not to be self-centred, using himself as an 
example. 

He works towards being in the presence of God always 
by living a righteous life, being at peace with God and 
experiencing the joy of the Holy Spirit(which is what the 
kingdom of God is). If the message of the 'no suffering' 
preacher is contrary to this psalm, then he is not a good 
shepherd but a wolf in sheep clothing. 
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PERILOUS TIMES SHALL COME 


"But fnow this, that in the last days .grievous times will 
come. 'For men wiff he hovers ofsehf, hovers of money, 
hoastfuh, arrogant, hhasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthanhfuh, unhohy, without naturalaffection, 
unforgiving, shanderers, without self-contra h, ferce, no 
hovers of good, traitors, headstrong, conceited, hovers of 
pheasure rather than hovers of Qod; hohding a form of 
godhiness, hut having denied the power thereof. Turn 
yfrom these, ahso. "z Tim$:i~y 


awa 


For the purpose of our study, I will elaborate on some of 
the sins enumerated above. Paul told Timothy that with 
all the information he had, he should bear in mind, in the 
last days, there were going to be difficult times. Brethren, 
don't let anyone deceive you that better and comfortable 
days lie ahead for humanity. There is however hope for 
those who trust in the Lord. Even when there comes a 
time men begin to say peace, peace (which everyone is 
hoping for), then suddenly there will be disaster as in line 
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with 1 Thessalonians 5:3; 


"’Tor when they are sayiny, "Peace andsafety ," then 
sudden destruction wihh:ome on them, fife hirthpains on 
apreynantwoman; andthey wihhin no way escape." 


Christ Himself in His prophecy about the end of all things 
on earth to His disciples never pampered them by 
speaking with smooth words. He warned them, there 
was going to be trouble all over and even that was just 
going to be the beginning of sorrows; 


"Tor nation wihh rise ayainst nation, and hjnydom 
ayainst hjnydom. There wihh he earthcjuah.es in various 
p faces. There wiff he famines andtrouhfes. These thinys 
the heyinniny of hirth pains ." Jdarf^S. 


are 


The disciples were not going to be immune or exempted 
from the troubles which were going to hit the world in 
their days as well as ours. Never think for example that, if 
it is not going to rain in your country, your house will be 
exempted (though God is capable of working a miracle in 
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such situations), in most cases He chooses not to, 
according to His own purpose. In times of famine and 
difficulties, God however has a system of delivering His 
people by using other believers to help those who will be 
in need. In the days of the apostles in Acts 11:28, Agabus 
prophesied about a worldwide famine which indeed 
came to pass. 

It will however interest you to know, there were poor 
saints in Jerusalem for whom Paul had to raise funds 
from other churches to support. Even the church in 
Smyrna though poor and Persecuted, loved and obeyed 
God with all their heart. During perilous times men's faith 
shall be tested for what material it is made of according to 
1 Corinthians 3:13-15. Dr. Warren W. Wiersbe 
emphasises that God is not going to replace suffering 
with glory; rather He will transform suffering into glory. 
He says “Jesus used the illustration of a woman giving 
birth ( John 16:20-22 ). The same baby that gave her pain 
also gave her joy. The pain was transformed into joy by 
the birth of the baby. The thorn in the flesh that gave Paul 
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difficulty also gave him power and glory. The cross that 
gave Jesus shame and pain also brought power and 
glory”. 

It is lack of sound doctrine which destroys the true faith of 
the children of God. From our main scripture (2 Timothy 
3:1-5), Paul cautions that men were going to be lovers of 
themselves. False gospel only makes people to love 
themselves and not to be sacrificial givers. 

He goes on further to say that men will be covetous. The 
false gospel makes men lovers of the world such that 
they seek only to amass wealth. Henry David Thoreau, 
the naturalist of the 1800s reminds us that, a man is 
wealthy in proportion to the number of things he can 
afford to do without. Christ warned His disciples about 
covetousness; 

"Tfe said to them, "'Beware! %eep yourselves 
from covetousness, for a man's fife doesn't consist 
of the abundance of the thinys which he 
possesses. "JlufeiZ;^ 
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Even in the Old Testament it was this same 
covetousness (which God warned Israel of), which led to 
the destruction of some of the Israelites including some 
of their kings. 

There are many people who boast about the things they 
possess and their achievements in life. Many go to 
church to share 'big testimonies' about what God has 
done for them. They claim God has prospered them 
whereas they used their own means to get them (God 
can however bless abundantly). Some before they got 
their contracts had to bribe officers in charge, lie, defraud 
other people etc. but yet come to give testimonies. 

The Apostle Paul taught that, men will be unthankful in 
the last days, as they will not be grateful for what God 
has blessed them with. They will not see the need to 
even glorify and thank God when their high expectations 
are not met. This gospel of 'no suffering' has pushed 
many into the desire for riches, thereby leading them into 
many troubles; 
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"Hut those who are determined to he rich faff into a 
temptation anda snare andmany foohish andharmful 
fusts, such as drown men in ruin anddestruction, dor 
the hove of money is a rootofaffhinds of evil dome have 
been fedastray from the faith in theiryreed, andhave 
pierced themselves throuyh with many 
sorrows. "iTimothy hy-iO 

Someone once said that, the lust for riches is a trap; it 
leads to bondage, not freedom. Instead of giving 
satisfaction, it creates additional lusts (desires) which 
must be satisfied. Instead of providing help and health, 
an excess of material wealth hurts and wounds. Even 
Solomon in his day in Ecclesiastes 5:10 said, those who 
love silver shall never be satisfied with it, as well as those 
who love abundance; 

"’He who loves silver shallnot he satis fedwith silver y nor 
he who loves abundance, with increase: this also is 
vanity." 
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I guess there are so many people who have not yet seen 
this scripture or perhaps they are just willingly ignorant of 
it. The gospel of 'no suffering' has taken Holiness out of 
so many churches because it is primarily materialistic 

These days men despise those who are good as 
predicted by Apostle Paul. They rather honour false 
prophets. When false prophets and teachers ask people 
to 'sow a seed' they willingly obey just because of the 
quick gains they anticipate. When the godly pastor 
therefore asks them to give towards some other noble 
cause, they feel reluctant to do so. If a man is a preacher 
of righteousness, they never want to listen to him but 
rather choose to listen to false teachers and prophets 
who will speak what they want to hear. 

Men in this end-time are also lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God. They love to party and enjoy things 
that will amuse them. They have transported this lifestyle 
into the church with a lot of emphasis on drumming and 
dancing to the detriment of listening and obeying the 
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commands of God. They also love messages which 
excite them and so are given to stories from the pulpit. 
Dr. Donald Coggan once advised preachers that, "It is 
their task to feed the sheep - not to entertain the goats." 

"andwiff(urn away their ears from the truth, andturn 
aside tofahhes." 2. Timothy 4,-4 

The gospel of 'no suffering' will ultimately lead men to 
having a form of godliness but denying the power 
thereof. What does it mean? Christ told the Sadducees 
who wanted to tempt Him that, they err simply because 
they do not know the scriptures nor the power thereof; 

"(Jesus answered them, "Osn'f this because you are 
mistaken, not hpowiny the Scriptures, nor the power of 
Qod?" JSarhj2:2U 

I am using this scripture in principle but not in context. 
The power embedded in the scriptures is what is capable 
of redeeming a man if the light of its truth is shed on his 
path. As Christ said, it is only the truth we know which 
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can set (make) us free. Since many do not know the 
scriptures they err and simply remain babes; 


"dor everyone who fives on miff is not experiencedin the 
dif righteousness, for he is a hahy." T/ehrewsyii^ 


won 


Those who do not live righteous lives are simply taking 
milk (thus, not being skilled in the word of 
righteousness). It is only those who take meat who are 
able to discern what is good from the bad. Most people 
do not recognise the power of God attracts suffering for 
the sake of Christ in the life of the believer as in line with 
2 Timothy 1:8; 

"Therefore don't he ashamed of the testimony of our 
/lord, nor of me his prisoner y hut endure hardship for 
the QoodNewsaccordny to the power ofGjod," 


By fulfilling God's assignment for your life in the 
preaching of the gospel to get men delivered from hell, 
the whole of hell will rise up against you. The devil has no 
time to waste on people who make men love this world. If 
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you become a preacher of righteousness and holiness it 
is likely to make you unpopular in this world and you will 
receive all kinds of attacks, verbal and non-verbal. Luke 
6:26 is a caution to all believers in this age; 



Christianity is warfare and we are soldiers engaged in it. 
The challenges begin when you rise up to stand for the 
truth. Conversely, in so far as you decide not to fight, 
then Satan knows he has already captured you, and 
needs not bother you again. To be told you are not 
supposed to suffer for Christ's sake is to be told to resign 
from being a soldier of the cross and consequently a 
legitimate child of God. The military life as you know is 
never a life of comfort at all as one is expected to endure 
hardness; 

"you therefore must endure hardship, as ay oodsoldier 

of Christ Jesus, "z Timothy Zj$ 
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Paul admonished Timothy not to forget or loose his focus 
on the type of call he had received from God. He was not 
supposed to entangle himself with civilian affairs. Civilian 
matters in this regard are about the things of the world, 
as it carries the potential of stealing our focus. We are in 
the world, but not of the world (John 15:19). 

We all know when you visit any nation, the military are 
normally separated from the rest of the people though 
they may be in the midst of the people. They have a 
special place of abode with their buildings, uniforms, 
training etc. different from everyone else. Six months of 
combat training tends to take away cowardice from the 
heart of most soldiers. In the same way, when a Christian 
enlists in the army of God, he will be compelled as a 
matter of necessity to pass through some tough training, 
which he is expected to endure as a good soldier. Your 
language, appearance and tastes will change after you 
have endured hardness. 
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CHAPTER 

FOURTEEN 


THE BLESSEDNESS IN 

SUFFERING FOR CHRIST 


In this chapter, I will endeavour to bring to the knowledge 
of those who love truth, the inevitability of suffering for 
Christ as a true disciple and the consequent blessings. 
Paul warned the early believers that, there was coming a 
time men who are wolves decorated in sheep clothing 
are going to sneak into the church and wreak havoc in 
her; 

"’Tor 0 know that after my departure, vicious wohves 
not sparing the flock Tien wihf 
own sefves, spea 

things, to draw away the discipfes 

Actszo:zg~3>o 

To Timothy a young preacher, he encouraged to stick to 
sound doctrine and be careful of what he taught others 
since it had the potential of leading him to either heaven 
or hell and then his listeners; 



wihf inter in amongyou,, 
arise from among your 
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"Tay attention to yourself, and to your teachiny. 
Continue in these thinys, for in doiny this you wiff$we 
hath yoursehf and those who hear you." 


T 

1 Timothy 


So when these modern day false prophets and teachers 
bring in damnable teachings, they have first of all been 
deceived and then subsequently 'infest' their followers 
with such teachings with damning consequences. An old 
man once said that, false doctrine inevitably leads to 
false living, and false living then encourages false 
doctrine. The apostate must "adjust" God's Word or 
change his way of life, and he, since he is not about to 
change his lifestyle, he secretly defiles people and 
makes it easier for them to sin. It is possible to go to a 
church fellowship and be defiled. Brethren, if you find 
yourself under a man who only delivers smooth 
messages and never challenges you to live in holiness, 
please run from such for your dear life and search for true 
believers to fellowship with. It may not matter their 
number, for do not be deceived by the crowd. The 
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disciples of Christ asked Him a very important question 
touching on the salvation of their souls. He answered 
and gave us a clue as to those who will make it to heaven 
as well as those who will be disappointed in the end; 

"One said to him, "Hard, are they few who are saved?" 
ffesaidto them, "Strive to enter in hy the narrow door, 
for many, 0 teffyou, wiffseefto enter in, andwiff not he 
ahhe. 'When once the master of the house has risen up, 
andhas shut the door, andyou hey in to standoutside, 

'Hard, fiord, open to 
us!' then he wiffanswer andteffyou, '0 don't know you 

wiff heyin to say, 

'file ate anddranfinyour presence, andyou tauyhtin 
our streets. "He wifisay, '9 teffyou, 9 don't know where 
you come from. Ifepart from me, affyou workers of 
iniquity.'"duke iy.Zf>~ZJ 

The reason why most of the Jews especially the Scribes 
and the Pharisees could not recognise Christ their long 
awaited messiah was because they could not 


or where you come from. Then you 


andto knock at the door, sayiny, 
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understand and interpret well, the scriptures, which 
related to Him. In the same way many men and women 
today will miss the Lord, seeing they do not search the 
scriptures well with an open heart. Christ told the Scribes 
and Pharisees to go and search the scriptures since they 
testified of Him in line with John 5:39. Already through 
the prophet Jeremiah, God had given them a clue as to 
how they could find Him; 

"'tjoushaffseeh.me, andfindme, when you shad search 
for me with adyour heart "Jeremiah ZJ:i3 

We are also being admonished to study to show 
ourselves approved unto God and to rightly divide the 
word of truth. When the scriptures are not rightly divided, 
we can commit 'spiritual suicide' with it by journeying in 
error. Paul therefore told Timothy to; 

to hrese 

workman who doesn't need to he ashamed, pro^ 
handfincj the Jilordif Truth." 2 Timothy 2:i 
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The Scribes and Pharisees failed to rightly divide the 
scriptures and subsequently missed the first coming of 
the messiah. In the same way many are teaching error 
simply because they fail to rightly divide the word of truth 
or are willingly ignorant of the fact that the day of the Lord 
draws near and so believers should be prepared for the 
second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Scribes 
and the Pharisees missed the messiah whom they 
claimed to be waiting for, by mistaking the second 
coming of Jesus Christ for His first coming. According to 
the scriptures the messiah's first coming was going to be 
the manifestation of a suffering servant; 

"'Me was despised, and 
suffering, andacquaintedwith disease: andas one from 
whom men hide their face he was despised; andwe didn ‘t 
respect him. "Osaiahgy.$ 

His second coming is given to be glorious, as He is going 
to come as a reigning king, to bring both political and 
spiritual redemption (order). Both the Hebrew scriptures 


rejected hy men; a man of 
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(Isaiah 11:4) and the views of His disciples in the New 
Testament testify to. These blind teachers were rather 
waiting for Him to bring about political redemption since 
they were under oppression from the 'super power at the 
time'. When Jesus came and did not look attractive (He 
did not have any 'political party' to overthrow the existing 
government), they did not see Him as their messiah. This 
is clearly because they understood not the scriptures 
which related to the first coming of the messiah. When 
Jesus Christ asked His disciples people's perception 
about Him, they said, “some say you are a prophet”, 
"’others say you are Elijah” and so on. However, He 
asked them who they thought He was, to which Peter 
answered rightly; "You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” (Matt 16:16). The question others may ask 
is, when John the Baptist was made manifest, why 
couldn't the disciples identify him as the Elijah to come? 
To us it is easy to identify John the Baptist as the Elijah 
scriptures prophesied of, since we have the Bible. Jesus 
therefore told His disciples that Elijah had already come 
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in the person of John the Baptist and they did whatever 
they wanted with him; 


"’His disciples asked him, sayiny, "Then why do the 
scribes say that Elijah must come first? Jesus answered 
them, "Elijah indeed comes first, and will restore all 
thinys, hut 0 telly ou that Elijah has come already, and 

they didn'trecoynize him, hut didto him whatever they 
wantedto. Even so the Son of Man willalso suffer hy 

them." Matthew ijfiiO-iZ 


It wasn’t till after Christ’s resurrection that he opened 
their understanding into the scriptures which spoke of 
Him. It is interesting to note that the disciples did not 
even have a full understanding of who they were walking 
with as Luke 24:44 reveals. It was therefore necessary 
that Christ open their minds to scripture; 


"Then he opened their minds, that they miyht 
understandthe Scriptures. " Eul&Z4‘-4J 

So after Christ's ascension and the day of Pentecost, the 
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disciples then received the fullest understanding of John 
the Baptist and Jesus Christ. Most of the scribes knew 
Elijah must come before the Christ. Their knowledge of 
the way of life and ministry of the first Elijah was not 
enough to allow them recognise John to be the second 
Elijah who was to be the fore runner of Christ. In their 
dulled minds John the Baptist at best fit into the position 
of a prophet but not the expected Elijah. 

In the same way Jesus could only fit as a prophet 
because of His messages (and Elijah because of His 
mighty deeds) and not the messiah. He was not beautiful 
to behold as a reigning king who could overthrow the 
political government at the time. We can therefore 
deduce from these that because of the lack of 
understanding and ability to rightly divide the scriptures 
by the Scribes and the Pharisees, they were not able to 
identify the King of kings and the Lord of lords. In their 
mind, I believe they would be asking themselves how a 
mighty king could be born in a manger, be a carpenter 
and suffer persecution? 
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The case of many these days is not different, since they 
do not rightly divide the word of truth nor understand the 
scriptures. According to their thinking, they ask 
themselves why they should as the sons of the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, be suffering (which is however 
relative) or not be enjoying affluence knowing their father 
owns everything in this world? Bob Sheffler, (founder of 
Grassroots Leadership Development, USA) makes an 
interesting observation that, many view themselves to be 
suffering simply because they have very high 
expectations in life. He is of the opinion that, if men lower 
their expectations, what they see to be suffering could be 
seen as blessings. Ever since he has been involved in 
grassroots leadership development in most developing 
countries for about three decades, over this period he 
has observed that people living on basic needs in rural 
areas are generally happy people. Thus, our assessment 
of life is based on our level of expectation. This is evident 
in the fact that there are people who have their needs 
met but still complain about how life has not dealt well 
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with them. True satisfaction therefore does not really 
come from the abundance of the things that we possess. 
Those who hold a contrary view tend to site the following 
scripture to support their view; 


""foryou fcpow they race of our fiordJesus Christ, that, 
thoucjh he was rich,yet foryour safes he became poor, 
that you through his poverty miyht become rich." 
zCorinthiansSy 


They however forget that, there are so many scriptures 
which exhorts us to emulate our master. Therefore in this 
context the Apostle Paul was not giving us a trump card 
to go round chasing earthly riches to our own peril, but to 
imitate our dear Lord by living selfless lives. If we say we 
are following the footsteps of Christ, then why don't we 
learn of Him; 

"Take myyofe upon you, andbeam from me, for Jam 
yentfe andfowfy in heart; and you wifffindrest foryour 
soufs." Jdatthewii:Zy, 
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""Brothers, he imitators together of me, and note those 
who waff this way, even as you have us for an epampfe." 
"Phifihhians^ilJ 


Obedience to these scriptures will help us lead a humble 
life like our saviour for the sake of others. This should be 
the mentality of every true Christian after the Lord has 
made him or her rich in this world's goods. For it is true 
that Christ can make us rich materially (true Biblical 
prosperity) though it may not be the experience of every 
believer. 


If we therefore understand 2 Corinthians 8:9 to mean, 
Christ came purposely to make us rich materially and to 
live an unreasonable luxurious life, then we are saying 
Christ contradicted Himself in so many ways when we 
take into account His teachings on the dangers of 
possessing earthly riches and His parables about the 
kingdom of God. I am not down playing the fact that 
money may be necessary in the propagation of the 
gospel (though without it the gospel will still be 
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preached). 

God knows how to provide the funds to support the 
preaching of the gospel. We are therefore not to go 
round chasing after riches in the name of trying to 
support God's work, or else the deceitfulness of riches 
will choke the word of God in us. If God wants us to 
support His work financially, He will help us get it without 
our own schemes and worldly wisdom. This is not to say 
Christians must be lazy, but on the contrary, work hard 
and fix their hope in the provision of God. We are 
therefore not to make money an idol, but to be good 
stewards of it accordingly as the good Lord in His own 
wisdom chooses to bless us with it. God is more than 
able to prosper any of His children in this world's goods 
to keep the 'cycle of sacrifice' going. Why then is it that 
when it gets to our turn to fulfil God's will in sacrifice we 
fail to give out and to lay down our lives as our saviour 
taught us; 
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"A new commandment 9jive toyou, thatyou (ove one 
another just (i(<$ 0 have (ovedyou; that you also (ove one 
another. "John 1 3 ,^ 4 , 


"'Ey this we know (ove, because he (aiddown his life for 
us. Andwe ouyhtto (ay down our lives for the brothers." 
l r ]ohn$;l6 


When we study the scriptures well we appreciate, the 
disciples of Jesus were known as followers simply 
because they emulated Him. With all God had blessed 
them with, they used them for the common good of all 
and never lived self-centred lives. Paul even in his 
missionary journeys practiced selflessness as a true 
disciple or follower of Christ. He understood what he 
himself wrote concerning Christ becoming poor so that 
we might become rich. He was teaching the disciples of 
Corinth to emulate Christ by also doing acts of free giving 
for the benefit of others. After teaching this he makes it 
clear, we must follow his example in sacrificial living; 
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"9 hey you therefore, he imitators of me. 'Because of this 
9 have sent Timothy to you, who is my behoved and 
faithful childin the Hard, who willremindyou of my 
ways which are in Christ, eve, 
every assembly ."/ Corinthians 


9 teach everywhere h 


m 


“Be imitators of me, even as 9 also am of Christ." 
/ Corinthians 11:1 


Even in his letter to the believers in Thessalonica he 
reminds them they did not just preach the gospel to them, 
but also bestowed their goods on them (1 Thessalonians 
2:8). Others would like to cite the instances where he 
said God gives us everything to enjoy and so we should 
live in opulence to prove we have been financially 
prospered by God. This we see, is not consistent with his 
teachings as he goes further in the same passage to 
instruct those who are rich to be ready to distribute their 
wealth; 


“Chary\e those who are rich in this present world that 
they not he hauyhty, nor have their hope set on the 
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uncertainty of riches, hut on the liviny Qod, who richly 
provides us with everything to enjoy; that they doyood, 
that they he rich in yoodworh$, that they he ready to 
distribute, wiffiny to communicate; fayiny up in store 
for themselves a yood foundation ayainst the time to 
come, that they may hay hohd of eternal life." 
idimothy 6:iJ~icj 


Just like Christ taught His disciples, we should also give 
our goods (those we do not need) to others in order for us 
to have treasures in heaven. If we are able to part with 
those we also need, then it will be a plus in our accounts 
in heaven. For the surest way of having treasures in 
heaven is by giving out our goods; 


"'Don't lay up treasures for yourselves on the earth, 
where moth andrust consume, andwhere thieves hreaf 
throuy handsteal; hut lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consume, and 
where thieves don't hreaf throuy h andsteal; for where 
your treasure is, there your heart wifi he also." 
JAatthew6:ig-Z<. 
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According to the teachings of Christ and Paul, we came 
into this world with nothing and with nothing shall we 
return home. So when we have the opportunity let us 
give or else if we die those goods we have amassed will 
not follow us to the world beyond. In checking the 
example Christ and His disciples left us, we are not to in 
any uncertain terms as true disciples of Christ, live 
without sacrificial giving. Please let us bear in mind God 
does not just look at the act of giving, but the state and 
motivation for our giving; 


"Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, andsaw how the 
multitude cast money into the treasury. 'Many who 
were rich cast in much. J4 poor widow came, andshe 
cast in two small brass coins, 'He called his disciples to 
himself, andsaid to them, "Most certainly 9 tell you, 
this poor widowyave more than allthose who areyiviny 
into the treasury, for they all yave out of their 
abundance, hut she, out ofherpoverty,yave allthat she 
hadtoliveon." MarfiZj4<~44 
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"The hiny said to Araunah, No; hut 9 wiff most 
certainty buy it of you at a price. Neither wiff 9 offer 
burnt offerings to 'tjahweh my Qod which cost me 
nothiny. So 19avid houyht the threshiny ffoor andthe 
o^en for fifty shefefs ofsdver." zSamuefz4;Z4 


Many hold the view that a believer should not sacrifice for 
the sake of Christ in this age. The kingdom of God as we 
are told in scripture is about righteousness, peace (in the 
midst of financial difficulty etc.) as well as peace with God 
and joy in the Holy Spirit; 


odis not eatiny anddrinfiny, 
hut riyhteousness, peace, 

< RgmansU±:i'J 

Jesus preached against materialism and the amassing of 
wealth or riches. He always placed the soul of man 
above every other thing (material) and never taught we 
should balance the material with the spiritual. To Him the 
soul is first and all other things secondary; 


andjoy in the f-foty Spirit" 


"for the %inydom of Cj 
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"fie calledthe multitude to himself with his disciples, 
andsaidto them, "'Whoever wants to come after me, let 
him deny himself andtafe up his cross, andfollow me. 

'for whoever wants to save his life will lose it; and 
whoever willlose his life for my safe andthe safe of the 
QoodtNewswillsaveit. 'for what does it profit a man, to 
yain the whole world, andforfeit his life? 'for what will 
a manyive in e/chanye for his life ?" ~MarfS:j,4 ~yj 

Those who want to live comfortably in this life which 
Christ warned against, twist the scriptures in order to sell 
their doctrine of materialism, thereby using Jesus to get 
what they want but not to love Him for who He is. The 
pathway to knowing the truth or rightly dividing the word 
of God is by approaching the word of God without 
prejudices and to pay heed to the command of God in 
both the Old and New Testaments; 

"you shallnot listen to the words of that prophet, or to 
that dreamer of dreams: for ffahwehyour Qodbraves 
you, to fnow whetheryou love yahwehyour Gjodwith 
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ff your heart and with aff your souf." 


y 

Ueuteronomy 1$:$ 


"Jesus saidto him, ‘"you shadhove the Hard your Qod 
with adyour heart, with ady our souf, andwith adyour 
mind " 'Matthew 22j$J 


Earlier on, I endeavored to bring to light the reason why 
the Scribes and Pharisees missed the first coming of 
Christ by taking the second coming for the first and the 
error of the “no suffering” preachers who have also 
misunderstood and misapplied the millennial reign of 
Christ, thereby following the steps of the Pharisees 
(which will leave them unprepared at the second coming 
of Christ). Consequently, I am going to show that 
suffering (no matter the form it takes) for the sake of 
Christ is an inevitable course for every true believer. In 
addition, I will also show why God has in His own wisdom 
designed it to be so, starting with the messiah Himself. 
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According to Bible prophecy as earlier revealed, Christ's 
first coming was going to be that of a suffering servant. In 
God's own wisdom, it was this suffering and eventual 
crucifixion of Christ which was going to bring about our 
redemption as earlier prophets like Moses had 
prophesied. 

Jesus warned His disciples that, so far as they were His 
followers (which meant they were to follow His 
footsteps), they were also going to suffer the same way 
He did, for a servant is not above his master; 


" < Rpmemher the word that 0 saidtoyou: 'A servant is 
not greater than his ford.' 0fthey persecutedme, they 
wiffafso persecute you. Of they heptmy word, they wiff 
feepyoursafso. "Oohn 1^:20 


Permit me to say at this point that, knowledge about the 
subject matter in question is part of the salvation 
package. This is contrary to the believe that Christ 
suffered for us and therefore we are not to suffer 
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persecutions (which comes in different forms). Dr. J. H. 
Jowett has said, "Ministry that costs nothing 
accomplishes nothing." If there is to be any blessing, 
there must be some "bleeding." It has been said of a 
missionary who was at a religious festival in Brazil that 
upon moving from booth to booth, examining the wares, 
he saw a sign above one booth which read, "Cheap 
Crosses." He thought to himself, "That's what many 
Christians are looking for these days - cheap crosses. 
My Lord's cross was not cheap. Why should mine be?"; 

"'But he shallreceive an hundredfoldnow in this time, 

louses, and(oretlren, andsisters, and mothers, and 

children, andlands, with persecutionsandin the world 

to come eternallife." JdarfiO^O (K9V] 

I wonder why so many want their needs met by God, 
want to escape persecution and suffering for the sake of 
the gospel. There are however different levels of 
persecutions and trials. The persecution or afflictions 
one individual will suffer may be different from the other. 
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When we take Paul for example we realise he suffered 
more than the other Apostles. The Apostles in general 
were appointed unto the following; 

"for, 9 fClink that Qodhas displayed,us, the apostles, 
last of all, (ike men sentencedto dead, for we are made 
a spectacle to tCie world, Cod to any efs andmen. die are 
fools for Christ's sake, hutyouare wise in Christ die are 
weak hut you are strony. you have honour, hut we 
have dishonour. Even to this present hour we hunyer, 
thirst, are naked, are heaten, and have no certain 
dwelliny place, die foil, worfiny with our own hands, 
dlhen people curse us, we hless. 'Eeiny persecuted, we 
endure, lieiny defamed, we entreat, die are made as 
the filth of the world, the dirt wipedoffhy all, even until 

now. "i Corinthians4y~i3 


"hut in every thiny commendiny ourselves, as servants of 
Gjod, inyreaf endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in 
distresses, in heatinys, in imprisonments, in riots, in 
labours, in wafchinys, in fastinys; in pureness, in 
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fotowledye, in patience, in fondness, in the Tdoly Spirit, 
insincere love, in the wordof truth, in the power of food; 
by the armour of righteousness on the riyht handand 
on the heft, byylory anddishonour, by evihreport and 
yoodreport; as deceivers, andyettrue; as unfonown, and 
yet wehh fonown; as dyiny, and hehohd, we hive; as 
punished, and not fohhed; as sorrowfuh, yet always 
rejoiciny; as poor, yet mafony many rich; as haviny 
nothiny, and yet possessiny ahh thinys. " 
2 Corinthians 6:4-10 


Paul however testifies that he suffered more than the 
other Apostles; 

"Are they servants of Christ? 10 spea fas one heside 
himself] Oam more so; in labours more abundantly, in 
prisons more abundantly, in stripes above measure, in 
deaths often. Tive times from the ]ews 0 receivedforty 
stripes minus one. Three times 0 was beaten with rods. 

Once 0 was stoned. Three times 0 sufferedshipwreck, 0 
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have been a niyhtanda /ay in the deep. 9 have been in 
travels often, perils of rivers, perils of rollers, perils 
from my countrymen, perils from the Qentiles, perils in 
the city, perils in the wilderness, perils in the sea, perils 
amony false brothers; in labour and travail, in 
wafchinys often, in hunyerandthirst, in fastinys often, 
andin coldandnakedness 'Resides those thinys that are 
outside, there is that which presses on me daily, anxiety 
forallthe assemblies." 2 Corinthians H:23>~zS 

His level of suffering was in fulfilling his call after he 

encountered the Lord on the road to Damascus; 


"Rutrise up, andenter into the city, andyou willhe told 
what you must do. Rut the Cordsaid to him, "Cjoyour 
way, for he is my chosen vesselto hear my name before 
the nations andbjnys, andthe children ofOsrael dor 9 
willshow him how many thinys he must suffer for my 
name's safe. "Acts yd, iy~l6 
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From the example of Paul, one can also see the context 
of persecution. I will also add that, it is possible for us to 
avoid certain kinds of suffering and persecution. We can 
see this in the life of Jesus as He prayed to the father 
thrice in the garden of Gethsemane; 


"Then he said to them, "JAy souf is e/ceedinyfy 
sorrowfuf even to death. Stay here, andwatch with me. 
Ffe went forward a fittfe, feff on his face, andprayed, 
sayiny, "JAy 'Father, if if is possihfe, fet this cup pass 
away from me; neverthefess, not what 0 desire, hut what 
you desire. Ffe came to the discipfes, andfound them 
sfeepiny, and said to Feter, "'What, coufdn'tyou watch 
with me for one hour? 'Watch and pray, that you don ‘f 
enter into temptation. The spirit indeedis wiffiny, hut 
the ffesh is weaf. Ayain, a second time he went away, 
andbrayed, sayiny, "JAy Tather, if this cup can't pass 
away from me unfess 0 drinh.it,your desire he done Ffe 
came ayain andfoundthem sfeepiny, for their eyes were 
heavy Ffe feft them ayain, went away, andprayed a 
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third time, saying the same words. " 

"Matthew 26 : 38-44 


We can infer from the above that if there is the possibility 
of escaping any persecution we can opt for it. On the 
other hand, if it is the will of God for us to suffer then so 
be it. Christ told the disciples that when they go to a place 
and they are being persecuted they should flee from 
there and go elsewhere; 


“Hut when they persecute you in this city, flee into the 
ne/t, for most certainty 0 te((you,you withnot haveyone 
throuyh the cities ofOsraeh, untif the Son of Man has 
come." Matthew 10:23 


We equally notice in the early church that, when the 
disciples were being persecuted by the Pharisees, they 
fled from Jerusalem leaving only the Apostles since it 
was the will of God for them to be there; 

"Sauf ms consentiny to his death. 7\.yreatpersecution 
arose ayainst the assemhfy which was in Jerusalem in 


157 



BREAD I icdv&d' try, HELL 


that day. They were adscatteredabroad throughout 
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except for the 
apostles." Acts S:i 


The Apostles according to the book of Acts prayed for 
boldness to continue to preach the gospel in the face of 
adversity; 


“Now, Sard, hoof at their threats, andgrant to your 
servants tospeakyour wordwith adhofdness, whifeyou 
stretch out your hand to heaf; and that signs and 
wonders may he done through the name of your holy 
Servant Jesus. When they hadprayed, the phace was 
shaken where they were gathered together. They were 
adfidedwith the JColy Spirit, andthey spoke the word 
ofGjodwith hofdness."Acts4:ZJ~3i 


An important point worth taking note of is, suffering is not 
forever; 

ofadgrace, who cadedyou to his 
eternalgfory hy Christ Jesus, afteryou have suffereda 


"Aut may the Cjod, 


158 



THE BLESSEDNESS IN SUFFERING FOR CHRIST 


little while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle 
you. "{IPeterJtiO 

Apostle Paul also got to the point where he said no one 
was to trouble him again as he bore the marks of Christ; 

"T-rom now on, let no one cause me any trouble, for J 
hear the marly of the Hard Jesus branded on my 
body." Cjalatians 6 : 1 J 

This was evident in the latter part of his ministry as no 
one forbade him to preach and teach the word of God; 


“Paulstayed two whole years in his own rented house, 
andreceivedallwho were coming to him, preaching the 
%ingdom ofQod, andteaching the things concerning 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, without 
hindrance."Acts 28 : 30-31 


Nevertheless, Christ told His disciples before His 
ascension that as far as men hated him, they will also be 
hated by men and persecuted for His sake. He however 
assured them, of His continued presence with them and 
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encouraged them to be of good cheer. In so far as he 
had overcome, they will also overcome. He wanted them 
to understand that, suffering, persecutions and 
tribulations were part of salvation and whenever they 
passed through them, He was with them. It is only the 
devil who will deceive you into thinking that when you are 
persecuted for righteousness sake, then God has 
deserted you. We are rather to be joyful in suffering for 
His sake; 


'oice ne in that dan, and heap for ion: for, 



£ufe6:22-23,1<9V 

These were all fulfilled in their lives just as Christ had 
promised them (for which they rejoiced). Dr. Warren W. 
Wiersbe has said “Mature people know that life includes 
some postponed pleasures. We pay a price today in 
order to have enjoyment in the future. The piano student 
may not enjoy practicing scales by the hour, but he looks 
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forward to the pleasure of playing beautiful music one 
day. The athlete may not enjoy exercising and practicing 
His skills, but he looks forward to winning the game by 
doing his best. Christians have something even better: 
our very sufferings will one day be transformed into glory, 
and we will be glad also with exceeding joy". 

I wonder if in the sight of Christ there is a different set of 
rules or commands for the early believers and another 
set for us (end-time pilgrims). If Christ outlined the same 
set of rules for His disciples and we see ourselves as part 
of the fold, then just as we claim the promises such as 
miracles and the like, so should we also embrace 
suffering for the sake of Christ. Unless we declare plainly 
that, we are not His disciples thereby being ashamed of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Peter in his teaching makes it 
Clear that, suffering persecution should not be strange to 
us as believers as it is supposed to characterise the 
normal life of a true believer. 
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"'Beloved, thinkit notstranye concerning tfe fiery trial 
which is to try you, as thouyh some stranye thiny 
happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferinys; that, when hisyfory 
shall he revealed, ye may he ylad also with e/ceediny 
joy. Of ye he reproachedlor the name of Christ, happy 
are ye; for the spirit ofy lory and of Gjodrested upon 
you: on their part he is evilspoken of, hut on yourpart 
heisylorified." {BetertyiZ-iU 


No wonder when Stephen was being stoned by the 
Jewish mob, he did not curse them but rather in that state 
interceded for them. Notice from Acts 7:55-56, it is during 
Stephen’s persecution that Christ revealed Himself to 
him. Paul in his teachings made it plain, it was going to 
be through much tribulations or sufferings that they were 
going to enter into the kingdom of God (by extension we 
included); 


"Confirminy the souls of the disciples, ephortiny them to 
continue in the faith, andthatthrouyh many afflictions 
we must enter into the %inydom ofCjod. "Acts il±:ZZ 
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We have already seen that from the onset of his call he 
knew, suffering was going to be part of his assignment. 
For Christ had told him that he was going to suffer for His 
sake (Acts 9:15-17). Paul's sufferings were beyond what 
the other believers or Apostles suffered, in fulfilment of 
the prophecy over his life. 

Some always try to hide behind the fact that Paul's case 
was unique. As true as this assumption is, it still does not 
negate the fact that all true believers will suffer in one 
way or the other for their faith in Jesus Christ. At this 
point, it should be obvious to us, that there is a seeming 
direct correlation between ones suffering (or sacrifice) for 
the sake of the gospel and the amount of revelation one 
possesses of Christ? No wonder Paul had such 
abundance of revelation from the Lord. The suffering of 
Paul was not an indication of God deserting him, but was 
rather a ladder to aid him know Christ the more. So in the 
latter part of his ministry, he wrote to Timothy saying he 
was appointed as an apostle, preacher and teacher of 
the gentiles and because of that, he suffered 
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persecution; 


"Tor this, 9 was appointedas a preacher, an apostfe, 
anda teacher of the Qentifes. Tor this cause 9 afso suffer 
these thinys. yet 9 am not ashamed, for 9 fnow him 
whom 9 have hefieved, and 9 am persuaded that he is 
ahfe to yuard that which 9 have committed to him 
ayainst that day ." 2 Timothy 1:11-12 


Just as Christ told His disciples to rejoice when they are 
being persecuted for His sake, Paul also understood and 
accepted his place as a partaker of the sufferings of 
Christ. He was not just content with the suffering he had 
to endure but even longed for the kind which was at the 
same level as the kind Christ endured; 


"that 9 may hpow him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fefhowship of his sufferinys, 
hecominy conformedto his death; "1?hifippians^:l0 

Ordinarily, suffering in general is not a good thing. May I 
emphasise at this point that, the Apostles admonished 
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that we are not supposed to suffer as evil doers or 
fraudsters, but to suffer for the sake of the gospel (this is 
where the distinction is). It therefore presupposes, one 
may suffer for either wrong doing or for righteousness 
sake. The latter glorifies God and makes known His 
power and peace in the life of the believer; 

"7 -or het none of you suffer as a murderer, ora thief or 
an evil idoer, or a meddher in other men's matters. Hut if 
one of you suffers for heiny a Christian, het him not he 
ashamed; hut fet him yhorify Cjod in this matter." 
lf J eter4:iy~i6 

If these Apostles found joy in suffering for the sake of 
Christ something which ordinarily does not make sense, 
then there must be a reason why suffering for the sake of 
Christ is good. Let us go into the scriptures to find out 
why Christ allows suffering as part of the salvation 
package. 

To begin with, let me establish the point that there are 
certain acts of God which are purely based on His 
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sovereignty and thus, if it is not made clear, we leave it as 
it is. Paul in his letter to the church in Rome underscores 
this fact when he emphasised that, God can allow certain 
vessels just to prove His nature and power without any 
man questioning His authority; 

"JVhat if Qod, willing to show his wrath, andto male 
his power Ipown, enduredwith much patience vessels of 
wrath made for destruction," Romans^: 22 

From the above scripture he makes it clear, certain 
vessels are appointed to the wrath of God. I say so only 
because the scriptures testify about it, and not to stir up a 
theological debate. But more importantly, we understand 
on the basis of scripture that true disciples of God are not 
appointed unto wrath; 

"Andto wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead--Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to 
come. "iThessalonianshlO 
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"7 -or Qod didn't appoint us to wrath, hut to the 
obtaining ofsafvation through our Hard Jesus Christ" 
{’ThessafoniansJtJ 

The distinction therefore must be drawn between the 
wrath of God and suffering persecution or tribulation on 
account of the gospel. The latter is what the true disciple 
is appointed unto as it is consistent with the scriptures. 
The former is for the disobedient. 

A careful search of the scriptures will reveal that 
whenever God sent His people into captivity for them to 
be afflicted, in the end that same nation into which they 
were sent captives was subjected to the wrath of God. A 
perfect example was when God prophesied to Abraham, 
his descendants will go into captivity but in the end will be 
delivered; 

"fdesaidto fthram, "%now for sure thatpour seedwiff 
five as foreigners in a hand that is not theirs, and wiff 
serve them. They wiffaftfid them four hundred years." 
genesis 
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This was fulfilled when the children of Israel were held 
captive in Egypt. In the end when He sent deliverance to 
His people, He also sent His wrath on the Egyptians. God 
in His own wisdom uses the affliction of His people as a 
basis for unleashing His wrath upon the disobedient or 
those who persecute His people. This is why the church 
in Rome was advised not to avenge herself but to give 
room for the wrath of God; 


"Don ‘tseekrevenyeyoursefves, beloved, but cjive place to 
Gjoas wrath dor His written, "Vengeance belongs to 
me; 0 wiff repay, says the Lord" \Romans iZ:ig 


There is going to come a day when, God will use the 
suffering of His people as a basis to avenge them of 
whatever they suffered at the hands of the disobedient 
and wicked. John the beloved in a vision saw this 
powerful truth when in heaven those who had been slain 
for their testimony and for the word of God were crying to 
God to avenge them of their enemies; 
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"'When he openedtfe fifth seaf, 9 saw underneath the 
aftar the sou fs of those who hadbeen faffedfor the 'Word 
ofGjod, andfor the testimony of the ftamh which theij 
had. Theij cried with a foudvoice, saijincj, ‘"How fonc/, 
"Master, the hofj and true, untifijoujudye andavenc/e 
our hfoodon those who dweff on the earth? A foncj white 
rohe wascjiven to each of them. Theij were tofdthat theij 
shoufdrestijetfora whife, untif their feffowservants and 
their brothers, who woufd afso he faffed even as theij 
were, shoufd:ompfete their course ." 'Rgvefation 6:<j ~u 


Notice from this account, God leads them to understand 
there are some of their brethren who must die the same 
way they did before His wrath will come upon the sons of 
men. God has purposed that, through trials and 
persecutions He will reveal much of His glory and purify 
the saints. Considering the example of the Israelites, 
God showed them His mighty power in the midst of their 
captivity in Egypt. You will find out going through 
scripture that, God always reminded Israel of this 
episode to teach them of His wondrous ways. Note also 
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that it was through the suffering and eventual crucifixion 
of Christ that the glory of God was revealed; 

“ Jesus answeredthem, "The time has come for the Son 
ofls/tan to hecj fori fed. "Most certainty 0 tellyou, unless 
ac/rain of wheat fads into the earth anddies, it remains 
hij itself alone. Hut if it dies, it hears much fruit ." 

%hn 12:23-24 

In the midst of the stoning of Stephen, God gave him a 
revelation of Himself (Jesus Christ) standing at the right 
hand of God which hitherto, no man was privileged to 
see. In the same way it was through the persecution of 
the early church that the gospel spread faster, more 
miracles and wondrous works of God were displayed (for 
persecution normally pushes the disciples of God out of 
their comfort zones into duty) as evidenced in Acts 8:1. 

The fruit of Paul's sufferings should be an 
encouragement to all who are suffering for Christ's sake 
and those who will, in the future. Through his suffering, 
he received most of the revelations penned in the 
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epistles for our edification. Paul in his writings points out 
to us that suffering proves the righteous judgement of the 
Lord and thus makes us part of the kingdom of God. To 
the church in Rome he indicated that, if we suffer with 
Christ (as in not being ashamed of the gospel), then we 
shall also be glorified with Him; 

"Andfchildren, den heirs; heirs ofGjod, andjoint heirs 
with Christ; if indeedwe suffer with him, that we may 
also hey fori fedwith him." Romans 8:1 J 

Why then do people want to be identified with Him as the 
glorified Lord, and not as the suffering one? Please know 
that, the suffering is what comes before the glorification. 
When the power of the gospel is truly at work in our lives, 
then automatically afflictions and persecutions come our 
way. This is what Paul meant when he said; 

"Therefore don't he ashamed of the testimony of our 
Cord, nor of me his prisoner; hut endure hardship for 
the Cjood News accordny to the power of Cjod," 

2 Timothy 1:8 
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If we are really truthful with ourselves, we will attest to the 
fact that whenever we go through one suffering or the 
other, our faith is ignited causing us to pray and cry to 
God thereby putting our trust in Him. Some learned how 
to pray aggressively because of what they have suffered 
before. 

Why then do we allow Satan to deceive us about the 
importance of suffering as a believer (not for our sins)? 
Do you know that living in this end-time is very difficult 
and they that will like to be truthful as the scriptures say 
will suffer? 

“yes, andaffwf>o desire to fivecjodfy in Christ Jesus wiff 

suffer persecution." 2 Timothy$:<2 

Never let any man deceive you and take away what our 
fathers have set as examples for us. If at this time when 
you have your basic needs met, you are not grateful, 
don't think when you have abundance you will be faithful 
with it. There were only two churches in Asia which Christ 
had nothing against. One was the church in Philadelphia 
which had little strength but was faithful to God; 
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"To the anyefof the assemhfy in Hhifadefphia write: 
‘"He who is holy, fie who is true, he who has the hey of 
19avid, he who opens and no one can shut, and who 
shuts andno one opens, says these thinys: 9 (nowyour 
worfy [hehofd, 9 have set before you an open door, 
which no one can shut], that you have a fittfe power, 
and fept my word, and didn't deny my name." 
Tevefation^J-S 


The other was Smyrna: 

"The first andthe fast, who was dead, andhas come to 
fife says these thinys: 9 (now your worhji, oppression, 
and your poverty (hut you are rich], and the 
hfasphemy of those who say they are ]ews, andthey are 
not, hut are a synayoyue of Satan. 19on't he afraid of 
the thinys which you are about to suffer. Hehofd, the 
devifis about to throw some of you into prison, that you 
may he tested; and you wiff have oppression for ten 
days. He faithfuf to death, and9 wiffyiveyou the crown 
of fife." Hgvefation 2:8-10 
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The latter was a poor church in terms of material wealth 
but pleased the Lord in the face of tribulation. I often hear 
some preachers say that, when you live well (in 
abundance) that is when you can please God, but a good 
student of the scriptures knows this is not the case. 
Smyrna though was poor, remained faithful to God. 
Christ promised them more tribulations ahead and as 
such exhorted them to remain resolute to the end. The 
church which rather thought they were okay with material 
possessions (the Laodicean church), received a 
shocking rebuke from the Lord about their spiritual stand. 

Go round today and you will see what these “no 
suffering” preachers have done to the faith of many. Let 
me outline a few of the things they do to ones faith; 

• They cause you to use Jesus to get what you want 
and not to love and embrace Him. 

• They emphasise the faith without works kind of 
Christianity (instead of obeying and waiting patiently 
for the promises of God, they rather cause you to 
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claim promises without total obedience). 

• They plant greed in many hearts instead of sacrificial 
living. 

• They stir your faith for material gains and not for the 
souls of men and holy living. 

• They cause you to be self centered. 

Let me however state that being poor or rich does not 

automatically qualify ou for heaven. One's material 
poverty does not disqualify him or her before God. 

Neither does one's material riches qualify him or her to 
be in right standing with the Lord, but godliness with 
contentment is great gain. The rich should distribute to 
the needy starting from the household of faith and the 
poor should fix their gaze on the righteous Lord who is 
the author and finisher of our faith. Suffering for the sake 
of Christ indeed is inevitable to the saint who desires to 
live in total obedience to God. 
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THE LATTER RAIN 


Many people will only believe a lie in this end-time if they 
do not accept the truth as the Apostles knew it and thus 
practice it accordingly. If a man really knows God and 
fears Him, there is no way he will neglect the essentials 
of the kingdom of God which is righteousness, peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit, to preaching material gain (meat 
and drink). According to the scriptures, such are only 
enemies of the cross; 

"'Brothers, he imitators together of me, and note those 
who waff this way, even as you have us for an e^ampfe. 

'Tor many waff of whom 0 tohdyou often, andnow tehh 
you even weepiny, as the enemies of the cross of Christ," 
T J hi(ippians$: iy~ l8 

We are, as the Apostle Paul puts it, to meditate on things 
that are above, which is of kingdom value but not on 
worldly lust; 

"Of then you were raised toyether with Christ, seek, the 
thinys that are above, where Christ is, seatedon the riyht 
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hand of Gjod. Set your mind on the thinys that are 
above, noton the thinys that are on the earth." Coh$:l~Z 


Since the times in which we live are dangerous, there is a 
call for us as children of God to be very watchful so that, 
the enemy does not steal our focus from the weightier 
things of the word of God to the less essentials. Consider 
Christ's warning to the Pharisees as an example; 


"'Woe to you, scribes and "Pharisees, hypocrites! "for 
you tithe mint, did, andlumin, andhave heft undone the 
weiyhtier matters of the haw.yustice, mercy, andfaith. 
Put you ouyhtto have done these, andnot to have heft 
the other undone." "MattZ3;Z3 


Scriptures leads us to understand, if men continue to 
shut their ears to truth, God will give them up and they 
will believe a lie from the devil; 


"And i with ahhdeception ofwichgdnessfor those who are 
heiny host, because they didn't receive the hove of the 
truth, that they miyht he saved. Pecause of this, Gjod 
sends them a worfiny of error, that they shouhdhehieve a 
hie; that they ahhmiyht hejudyedwho didn't hehieve the 
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truth, hut had measure in unrighteousness." 2 
Thessafonians 2:10-12 

So many people have therefore been led to believe a lie 
simply because they do not love truth. Through the 
prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 5:13), the Lord made it clear that, 
because His people lacked knowledge they had gone 
into captivity and their honourable men were famished. 
The situation is not different from our days as so many 
people are in captivity because of their lack of 
knowledge. Interestingly, the same people who go for 
deliverance or anointing services are the same people 
who continue to fall into sin and are always being 
delivered of demons, instead of devoting their lives to 
knowing God for themselves, which will save them the 
need for deliverance from demons always. 

Isaiah 5:13b says, because of the lack of knowledge, 
those who are supposed to be honourable men are 
famished. The message of the prophet Hosea is not at all 
different from that of Isaiah, only that in his prophecy 
God, hinted that those who lacked knowledge will be 
rejected from being His priest; 


180 



THE LATTER RAIN 


"~My people are destroyed for lacf of fnowledye. 
becauseyou lave rejectedfnowledye, 9 willalso reject 
you, that you may lie no priest to me. because you lave 
foryotten your Gjod's law, 9 will also foryet your 
clildren. "Idosea^d 


It is clear from the prophecy, if one lacks knowledge, God 
will reject him or her from being His priest. If you decide 
to be truthful in this end-time, you will not find it easy 
because of persecution but God will see you through and 
you will be a partaker of the peace and joy of the Holy 
Spirit in the midst of troubles and hardship. Just as Christ 
overcame through suffering and the glory of God was 
revealed, so the Apostles also showed the power and the 
glory of God by the things they suffered. 

I believe it is the desire of God that the last group of His 
people will also manifest His glory to the amazement of 
the enemy by the things they will suffer. I have already 
established elsewhere that, it is through suffering for 
Christ’s sake that we can experience certain depths of 
revelation and the glory of God. In this period of Christian 
dormancy, persecution is likely to be the tool which will 
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trigger the much awaited revival in some communities 
around the world. It will push many out of their comfort 
zones into the battle field of Christ. As they do the real job 
of their saviour, more attacks will come from the pit of 
hell. Do not be deceived into thinking that, when you are 
anointed Satan cannot harm your body. Know that 
despite the attacks the Lord is capable of preserving our 
spirit, soul and body until his appearing. Christ 
encouraged His disciples not to be afraid of those who 
can kill the flesh but cannot destroy the soul; 

"florit he afraidofthose who hjffithe body, hut are not 
ahfe to hjhhthe soul ther, fear him who is ahfe to 
destroy hath souf and body in Qehenna." 
"Matthew iO:ZS 

The persecutions and the tribulations believers suffer, go 
a long way to validate the redemptive power of God. How 
can we know God is able to redeem His people when 
they do not pass through afflictions? It has been said that 
the Eastern goldsmith kept the metal in the furnace until 
he could see His face reflected in it. So our Lord keeps us 
in the furnace of suffering until we reflect the glory and 


182 



THE LATTER RAIN 


beauty of Jesus Christ. The psalmist had this to say 
concerning Christ; 

'"Many are the afffictions of the righteous, hut 'tjahweh 
defivers him out of them aff" Asafm^iy 

As a principle, we can deduce that being righteous does 
not exempt you from suffering but rather invites a lot of 
suffering for righteousness sake. Even in heaven, there 
is a song those who were redeemed will be singing; 


"After these things 9 (oofeJ, and hehofd, a yreat 
muftitude, which no man coufd number, out of every 
nation and of aff tribes, peopfes, and fanyuayes, 
standiny before the throne and before the damh, 
dressed in white robes, with pafm branches in their 
hands. They criedwith a foudvoice, sayiny, "Safvation 
he to our Cjod, who sits on the throne, andto the Lamb!" 
Aff the anyefs were standiny around the throne, the 
efders, and the four fiviny creatures; and they fed on 
their faces before his throne, and worshiped Cjod, 
sayiny, "Amen! Afessiny, yfory, wisdom, 
thanhjyiviny, honour, power, andmiyhf, he to our Cjod 


183 



BREAD -vr\, HELL 


forever and ever! Amen ." One of {fie elders answered, 
sayiny to me, "These who are arrayed in white roles, 
who are they, andfrom where did they come?" 0 told 
him, "Jvty ford,you know ," Ode said to me, "These are 
those who came out of the yreat tribulation. They 
washediheir roles, andmade them white in the Tamh s 
hfood. Therefore they are before the throne ofQod, they 
serve him day andniyht in his temple. Ode who sits on 
the throne will spread his tent over them. They will 
never he hunyry, neither thirsty anymoreneither will 
the sun heat on them, nor any heat; "Revelation jy~l6 


Never let anyone deceive you into thinking that you 
should not suffer for the sake of Christ. For therein is the 
wisdom of God. You will lose something very precious if 
you should become ashamed of the gospel. 

"Of we endure, we willalso reiyn with him. Of we deny 
him, he also willdeny us. "z Tim 2.-/2 

The next book in this series is "Awake, and Christ will 
give you Light. God bless you for reading our books. 
Amen. 
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ARE YOU PREPARED FOR CHRIST'S 

SECOND COMING? 


Please note that... 

The first Adam disobeyed God and because of his 
disobedience sin entered the human race, resulting in 
the spiritual death and separation of man from God; 
“Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one 
man, and death through sin; and so death passed to all 
men, because all sinned.... So then as through one 
trespass, all men were condemned; even so through one 
act of righteousness, all men were justified to life.” 
Romans 5:12-13,18. 

The last Adam (Jesus Christ) obeyed God in order to 
take away sin from the human race; “But God commends 
his own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8. 

Your part of the arrangement is to receive the grace or 
free gift of God's salvation by faith (Romans 4:16-17). 

You must understand that, faith without works is dead 
that, so God expects you to obey and receive this free 
(but costly) gift of salvation with your free will; “But as 
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many as received him, to them he gave the right to 
become God's children, to those who believe in his 
name: who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12-13. 

The most important decision you have to make now is to 
be born again (John3:1-8). Being born again is to repent 
of your sins and to submit yourself to be baptized by 
immersion as well as receive the Holy Spirit; “Peter said 
to them, "Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38. 

The grace of God is not a license for you to sin, but rather 
to receive strength to live in obedience to God's word 
(Titus 2:11-14). 

You therefore have to (as a matter of necessity), live a 
holy life and walk as Christ did, and not to live in 
hypocrisy; “However God's firm foundation stands, 
having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are his, 
and, "Let everyone who names the name of the Lord 
depart from unrighteousness.”2 Timothy 2:19. “Everyone 



ARE YOU PREPARED FOR CHRIST'S SECOND COMING? 


who has this hope set on him purifies himself, even as he 
is pure.” 1 John 3:3. 

If you walk in the light of the above scriptures and make 2 

Peter 1:2-10 your guiding principle, you will never live a 
defeated Christian life, thereby ensuring that you are 

found in Christ even at His glorious appearing. 

I however caution that you beware of people who preach 
Another Gospel, Another Jesus and Another Spirit as in 
line with 2 Corinthians 11:1-4. 


For more information, please contact us via the 
following address: 


Revealed Oracles of God 
P. O. Box WY 423, Kwabenya 
Accra, Ghana-West Africa. 

+233 242 118 395 / +233 233 118 400 / 
+233 233 118 401 
revealedoracles@yahoo.com 
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